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Extraéed from Dr. Rodgers’ Sermon: 
[Concluded from page 84. ] 


THUS he proceeded, guid- 
ing with uncommon reputa- 
tion and fuccefs the courfe 
of education in this inftitu- 
tion, until the war of the 
American revolution fuf- 
pended his functions, and 
difperfed the college. 

Here he entered upon a 
new f{cene, and appeared in 
a new character; widely 
differing from any in which 


* he had been heretofore pre- 


fented tothe public. Yet, 
here alfo, he fhone with e- 
qual luftre; and his talents 
as a legiflator and fenator 
fhewed the extent and the 
variety of the powers of his 
mind. There are ‘few for- 
eigners, who can with fuch 
facility as he did lay atfide 
their prejudices, and enter 
into the ideas and habits of 
anew country and a new 
{tate of fociety. He became 
almoft at once an American 
on his landing among us, 
and in the unjuft war which 


Y 


Great-Britain waged againft 
tis, he immediately adopted 
the vie ws and participated in 
thecouncilsof the Americans. 
His diftinguifhed abilities 
foun pointed him out to the 
citizens of New-Jerfey,as one 
of the moft proper delegates 
to that convention, which 
formed their republican 
conftitution. In this refpeét. 
able aflembly he appeared, 
to the aftonifhment of all 
the profeflors of the law, as 
profound a civilian, as he 
had before been known to 
be a philofopher and divine. 
From the revolutionary 
committees arid conventions 
of the ftate, he was fent ear- 
ly in the year 1776, as a reps 
refentative of the people of 
New-Jerfey to the congtefs 
of United America; he was 
feven years a member of 
that illuftrious body, which, 
under Providence, in the 
face of innumerable difficul- 
ties and dangers, Ied us on 
to the eftablifhment of our 
independence. Always firm 
in the moft gloomy and 
formidable afpects of public 
affairs, and always difcover- 






































































= ie . 






yh S -6y Casitas —- ag = 
z, ; eS = — a . 
Ne ee ees ee i<Tee 






oe 






















SS 


= 


~ 
—s +e 


- : — oe 
- -< —— FP ee = 
£ nti 
oo Pa 
s = 4. — . 
pers a < = 


Petes = Ae eee 














tS SSS ae eet 


ae 
* > 


Ne ee ee eee ee 


122 Memoirs of Rev. Fohn Witherjpoon, v. v. Sc. 


ing the greateft reach and 
prefence of mind in the moft 
embarrafling fituations. 

It is impoflible here to en- 
ter into all his political ideas. 
It is but juftice however to 
oblerve, that on almoft all 
fubjeéts, on which he differ- 
ed from the majority of his 
brethren in congrefs, his 

rinciples have been juftified 

y the refult. 

While he was engaged in 

ferving his country as a ¢i- 
vilian, he did nor lay a. 
fide his minifiry. He glad. 
ly embraced every opportu- 
nity of preaching, and of 
difcharging the other duties 
of his office, as a gofpel min- 
ifter. ‘This he confidered as 
his higheft character, and 
honor in life. 
_ The college having been 
collected as foon as poflible 
after its difperfion, inftruc- 
tion was recommenced under 
the immediate care of the 
Vice-Prefident.* Dr. With- 
erfpoon’s name, however, 
continued to add celebrity 
to the inftitution; and it 
has fully recovered its for- 
mer reputation. 

The glorious ftruggle for 
our liberties drawing to an 
honorable period, and _ the 
Doétor feeling age advanc- 
ing upon him, was defirous 
of refigning his place in Con- 
grefs ; and would have fain 


* Rev. Dr. Samuel S. Smith, who 
fucceeded Dr. Witherfpoon in 1795. 


retired in ameafure from the 
burdens of the college. 

But notwithftanding his 
yo for repofe, he was in- 

uced, through his attach- 
ment to the inflitution, over 
which he had fo long prefig- 
ed, once more to crofs the 
ocean to promote its benefit. 
The fruit of that voyage was 
not indeed an{werable to our 
wifhes, but we are not the 
lefs indebted to his enter- 
prife and zeal. 

After his return to this 
country, finding nothing ta 
obftruct his entering on that 
retirement, which was now 
become more dear to him, 
he withdrew in a great meaf- 
ure, except on fome import- 
ant occafions, from the exer- 
cife of thofe public functions 
that were not immediately 
conne&ted with the duties 
of his office, as prefident of 
the college, or his character, 
as a minifter of the gofpel. 

Accuftomed to order and 
regularity in bufinefs from 
his youth, he perfevered in 
his attention to them thro’ 
his whole life. And I may 
add, there was nothing in 
which his punctuality and 
exactnefs were more facred- 
ly obferved, than in the de- 
votional exercifes of the, 
chriftian life. Befides the 
daily devotions of the clofet 
and the family, it was his 
{tated practice to obferve the 
laft day of every year with 
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his family, as a day of faft. 
ing, humiliation and prayer : 
and it was alfo his pra¢tice, 
to fet apart days for fecret 
fafting and prayer, as Occa+ 
fion fuggefted. 

Bodily infirmities began at 
Jength to come upon him. 
For more than two yeats bes 
fore his death, he was aft 
flicted with lofs of fight; 
which contributed to ‘haften 
the progrefs of his other 
diforders. Thefe he bore 
with a patience, and even a 
cheerfulnefs, rarely to be 
met with in the moft emi- 
nent for wifdom and piety. 
Nor would his active mind 
and his defire of ufefulnefs 
to the end permit him, even 
in this fituation, to defift 
from the exercife of his min- 
iftry and his duties in the 
college, as far as his health 
and ftrength would admit. 
He .was frequently led into 
the pulpit, both at home 
and abroad, during his blind- 
nefs; and always acquitted 
himfelf with his ufual accu- 
racy, and frequently with 
more than his ufual folem- 
nity and animation. He 
was bleft with the ufe of his 
reafoning powers to the very 
laft. At length, however, 
he funk under the accumu- 
lated preflure of his infirmi- 
ties ; and onthe 15th day 
of November, 1794, in the 
43d year of his age, he re- 
tired to his eternal reft, full 
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of horior and full of days— 
theré to fecéive the plaudit 
of his Lord, ‘ Well done, 
thou good and faithful fer- 
vant, thou haft been faithful 
over a few things, be thou 
ruler over many things; 
enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” 


— = 
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THOUGHTS ON THE NATURE AND 
STATE OF MAN, AS FALLEN. 


REFLECTIONS On the aw- 
ful depravity of man can 
never be pleafing to the pride 
of the human heart. Nor 
can the difcuffion of a fub- 
je& fo humiliating gratify 
the fancy of any habitual 
tranfvrefior. 

In treating on this fubject, 
the writer has no intention 
to amufe or divert his read- 
er. In what fhall be faid, 
he does not mean to flatter ; 
nor does he expect to pleafe. 
Human vanity, he well 
knows, indulges an invete- 
rate animofity to the doc- 
trine which this paper pro- 
pofes to affert. 

The nature and the extent 
of man’s prefent degenera- 
cy may be learnt by a due 
contemplation of his prime- 
val eftate. Once man was 
his Maker’s image, and his 
Maker’s delight. 

In the beginning, man 
was made in the divine !ike- 
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nefs. Whilft his nature 
continued only as the werk 
of God, the light of holy 
knowledge illumined his 
mind. His will accorded 
entirely with the will of his 
Lord. ‘Then every faculty 
of his foul breathed loyalty 
and affection to the Mott 
High; obedience and {fub- 
miffion were then man’s 
pleafing employ, 
_ The primitive eftate of 
man was pure and happy. 
No diflonance of principle 
deranged his frame. No 
fhades of darknefs becloud- 
ed hismind. Noperverfion 
of paflion diftracted his 
heart. No power of impie- 
ty debafed his foul. It was 
the goodnels of God, O 
man ! that elevated thee fo 
high in the fcale of exiftence. 
Tt was the goodnefs of God 
that clothed thee with the 
robe of innocence, and 
crowned thee with all the 
honors of immortality, 
But, alas! how SENS 
now ; how unhappily chang- 
ed is "man ! Since the firft 
parents of the human vale 
broke the law and the cove- 
nant of God, their pofterity 
prefent a melancholy picture 
of ‘depravity, degradation 
and woe. Every bodily 
fenfe has now become an or- 
gan of pain; every pore 
an avenue of difeafe and 
death. Sin, accurfed, all- 
deftroying fin, has fmitten 


and blafted that facred germe 
which God had implanted 
in the human nature, and 
which might have flourifh- 
ed in the paradife below, 
until it fhould have been 
tranfplanted, all frefh and 
fair with immortality, into 
the paradife above. But 
now, alas! every bofom has 
received the lurking princi- 
ple of death. The fatal poi- 
fon works at the very feat of 
life. The feeds of mortality 
are fown in the very means 
that are neceflary for our 
fupport. All the creation 
feems armed and at war a. | 
gainit fallen man. Every 
element, and every atom is 
ready and able to be his ex- 
ecutioner; while employed 
in rendering to him the fup- 
ports he needs, they all 
threaten to effect his ruin. 

When man loft his inno. 
cence, he forfeited his life. 
On the day, in which he fell 
from his primitive rectitude, 
he became fubject to vanity. 
The world, once made to 
ferve him, then became his 
matter. Nor is there in it 
a particle of matter fo low 
or fo vile, but fallen man 
will meanly ftoop to be its 
flave. 

On the day that man fin- 
ned, his original beauty des 
cayed ; his priftine vigor 
languithed ; his early bloom 
withered ; the lily fickened ; 


the rofe faded on his cheek, 








*¢ His root isnow as rotten- 
nefs, his bloffom is gone in- 
to duft.” Yes, on the day 
that man became a. finner, 
he died. ‘“ The man, who 
was made after the image 
of God, died ; the man, who 
was created immortal, died ; 
and there remained a lifelefs 
form, a guilty and a mortal 
creature, doomed to earn 
his bread with the fweat of 
his brows, to drag out a 
threefcore and ten years of 
wretchednefs and pain, and 
then to return to the dutt 
from which he was taken.” 

But, was the ruin, which 
fin introduced among the 
works of God, reftriéted to 
his vifible world ? Did it ex- 
tend to the body alone? A- 
las, no! While fin laid wafte 
the works of God through- 
out the world, and in{fcribed 
mortality on every feature 
of the human body, its poi- 
fon reached and infeéted the 
precious, the immortal foul 
of man. 

To trace the ruin, which 
fin has brought upon the 
human foul, it is needful on- 
ly to take a tranfient view 
of the guilty exercifes of 
each unrenewed, unfanétfi- 
ed heart. -W hence arife our 
low opinions of God’s glo- 
ry, our diflike to the holli- 
nefs and fovereignty, to the 
omnifcience, power and juf- 
tice of Jehovah himfelf, and 
our difaffection to his ftat- 
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utes and his government ?. 


Whence is it that our wills, 
affections and all our works 


are fet againfthim, againfthis _ 


law, his caufe and honor? 
Whence flow our countlefs 
acts of hoftility againft heav- 
en, our impious oppofition 
to the beft of Beings, and the 
lawlefs rage of our unyield- 
ing paflions ? All, all pro- 
ceeds from the power of fin, 
which reigns triumphant o- 
ver the foul of man, by na- 
ture. 

Sad was the change that 
took place in man when 
once he dared to tranfgrefs. 
On that day his foul was 
difrobed of its primeval 
beauty, dignity and giory. 
“ The celeftial fpirits,” they 
are the words of an elegant 
modern writer—‘* The ce- 
leftial {pirits, appointed the 
guardians of Eden, knew 
our firft parents no longer ; 
they recollected no traces of 
original innocence in a form 
fo fallen. They difcerned 
none of the lineaments of 
heaven in a face fo clouded 
with guilt. They drove out 
the man; drove him out 
from the garden of Eden, 
where he had accefs to the 


tree of life; drove him out. 


from the fociety of all thofe 
good beings, who were at 
once happy and obedient ; 
drove him out from the 
prefence of the Lord, with 
which in paradife he 
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had been often blefied.’’ 

The apoftafy of man 
brought fin upon the foul of 
Adam, It did more. It fix- 
ed confcious fhame and fear 
within his mind. Before, 
he had been a ftranger to 
both. But now he knew 
that he was naked, and ac. 
cordingly he was afhamed. 
He had a fenfe of guilt in 
his confcience, and therefore 
he was afraid. Hence the 
vain attempt to fecrete him. 
felf among the trees of the 
garden, when he heard the 
voice of the Lorp God, 
walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day. The Lorp 
God called unto Adam, and 
faid unto him, Where art 
thou ? And he faid, I heard 
thy voice in the garden, and 
I was afraid, becaufe I was 
naked ; and I hid myfelf. 
Oh how naked is that foul 
that has loft all real moral 
purity, and is difrobed of 
the image of God! Alas, 
how befotting is fin in its 
own nature and tendency! 
How foon does it {pread the 
mifts of darknefs and igno- 
rance around the human 
mind! Iwasafraid and hid 
myfelf. Ah, blind, befotted. 
man! How couldeft thou 
think of hiding thyfelf from 
God ? “ There is no darknefs 
nor fhadow of death where 
the workers of iniquity may 
hide themfelves.”’ 

I faid that on the day that 


man became a finner, his 
foul was difrobed of its 
primeval beauty, dignity 
and glory. Its natural pow- 
ers and faculties it indeed 
retains. But their moral 
{fplendour is gone. The 
rage of corruption has fuc- 
ceeded to the fweet tranf- 
ports of divine love. The 
temper is the contraft com- 
plete to its original felf. E+ 
ven the natural faculties, 
though they fubfift, fubfitt 
in ruins. ‘The underftand- 
ing isdarkand blind. The 
will is obftinate and pervertfe. 
The affections are felfifh and 
fenfual. The goldis become © 
dim, andthe moft fine gold 
is changed. Ah, how aw- 
fully depraved is man ! 
What an enemy to God! 
What a flave to paflions and 
lufts! Guilt loads his con- 
{cience, and he is dead to all 
pure hope and joy. Paufe, 
O man! and confider the 
defolation which fin has 
wrought inthis faireft, no- 
bleft part of Jehovah’s 
workmanfhip. Take, O 
reader, a ferious view of the 
foul of man in its prefent 
ftate of vicious deformity. 
Alas, the faded glory, the 
increafing darknefs, the dif- 
order, the impurity, the im- 
piety prevailing, too plainly 
{peak our fallen, ruined con- 
dition. Come, Othou im- 
mortal, and behold man in 
his fallen condition. Come 
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and mourn over this de- 
formed image. See all the 
faculties of his once noble 
nature lie in ruins. The 
beauty of innocence is defac- 
ed. ‘The luftre of God’s 
moral image is departed. 
The favour of heaven is for- 
feited and loft. O from 
what heights of holinefs and 
happinefs has he fallen ! In- 
to what depths of fin and 
mifery has he plunged him- 
felf! The fentence of death 
was then pafled upon him ; 
the gate of heaven was clof- 
ed againft him; the wrath 
of an offended:‘God hung o- 
ver his head. Such is the 
ftate into which man has 
fallen. Yes, the light of na- 
ture perceives, daily obferva- 
tion afferts, and the word of 
God declares, that man is 
finful, depraved and guilty. 

I faid the word of God 
declares that man is finful, 
depraved and guilty. Lif 
ten to the faithful, the un- 
flattering teftimony of in- 
{piration. In the facred vol- 
umes, evidences almoft in- 
numerable occur to prove, 
that the prefent ftate of fail- 
en man is degenerate and 
finful. Nor art, nor fophif- 
try can put to filence fuch at- 
tefiations as thefe that fol- 
low. ‘* God made man up- 
right, but they have found 
out many inventions. What 
is man, that he fhould be 
clean? or he that is born of 


a woman, that he fhould be- 
righteous? Behold he put- 
teth no truft in his faints. 
Yea, the heavens are not 
clean in his fight. How 
much more abominable and 
filthy is man, who drinketh 
iniquity like water? God 
faw that the wickednefs of 
man was great upon the 
earth ; and that every imag- 
ination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil con- 
tinually. The fool hath faid 
in his heart, There is no 
God. They are corrupt ; 
they have done abominable 
works ; there is none that 
doeth good. The Lord look- 
ed down upon the children 
of men to fee if there were 
any that did underftand, 
and feek God. They are 
all gone afide ; they are alto- 
gether become filthy ; there 
is none that doeth good, no, - 
not one, Becaufe the car- 
nal mind is enmity againft 
God ; for it is not fubject to. 
thelaw of God, neither in- 
deed can be. For we have 
before proved both Jews. 
and Gentiles, that they are 
all under fin. As it is writ- 
ten, There is none righteous, 
no not one: There is none 
that underftandeth, there is. 
none that feeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together be- 
come unprofitable ; there is. 
none that doeth good, no, 
not one.” 
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In the feafon of his unhal- 
lowed and dangerous fecu- 
rity, finful man pafles away 
day after day in thoughtlefs 
infenfibility. An awful neg- 
ligence and {ftupidity keeps 
its‘hold of his mind. He 
fports on the verge of ruin, 
and dances, without fear, on 
the brink of deftruction. 
Hear him. He fings to his 
own foul that ruinous re- 
quiem, Yet a little more 
fleep, a little more flumber, 
a little more folding of the 
hands for fleep. Dangerous 
fecurity ! It is like the ftu- 
por that precedes the convul- 
fions of diflolving nature. 
It refembles the dead calm 
before the raging hurricane. 
It leaves the expofed, the 
defencelefs foul to all the 


hazards of the overwhelming 


tempeft—to all the miferies 
of a wretched fhipwreck. 
But if the finner is arouf- 
ed from his fecurity ; if an 
awakened confcience places 
before him the juft indigna- 
tion of the Almighty, then 
he becomes a terror to him- 
felf. He is haunted with 
guilt, troubled with remorfe, 
and tortured with fear. 
Deeply affecting is the pic- 
ture drawn of a cafe like 
this by the pen of in- 
fpiration. ‘“ He fhall find 
no eafe nor reft. For the 
Lord fhall give him a tremb- 
ling heart, and failing of 
eyes, and forrow of mind; 


and his life fhall hang irt 
doubt before him ; and he 
fhall fear day and night, 
and have none aflurance of 
his life. Inthe morning he 
fhall fay, Would God it were 
evening ; and at even. he 
fhall fay, Would God it 
were morning, for the fear 
of his heart wherewith he 
fhall fear, and for the fight 
which his eyes fhall fee. His 
life fhall be grievous unto 
him.” 

It was hinted above, that 
a tranfient review of the ex- 
ercifes of every unfanétified 
heart will difcover the ruin 
which fin has brought upon 
the human foul. Such alfo 
will be the refult of a care- 
ful furvey of the temper 
and the life of every habitu- 
al offender. By what infta- 
bility of mind ; by what 
ficklenefs of foul, are the 
generality of men chara¢ter- 
ifed and difhonoured ? How 
often do we, in one year, fee 
multitudes around us chang- 
ed in their temper, their in- 
clinations, their affections 
and purfuits? Proteus-like, 
they turn to every fhape 
with every breath. To-day 
they loathe what was yefter- 
day the object of profefled 
attachment. To-morrow 
they will hate the object of 
their prefent love. How 
many are there, who begin 
their friendfhips, and cancel 
them without any caufe? 








How often does mortal en- 
mity fucceed to a tender af- 
feétion | 1 The very perfons, 
who inone year were our 
zealous friends, may become 
our open and avowed ene- 
mies, and feek our ruin in 
the next. Behold Haman! 
One day he is the only gueft 
for the Queen of Perfia. 
Stay but till to-morrow and 
you will fee him hanging on 
the very gallows, he him- 
felf had caufed to be erected 
for his fancied foe. 

Behold, O man, and la- 
ment the ficklenefs, the in- 
ftability of the human race. 
How myfterious to others 
and to themfelves are the 
fons and the daughters of 
men ! How imperfect is the 
meafure of knowledge at- 
tained either of others or 
of ourfelves! We know 
but very little of other men 
until the times have arrived, 
which “try men’s fouls.” 
We know but little of our- 
felves, when all proceeds 
{moothly and according to 
our wifh. It is in the fea- 
fon of adverfity, and in the 
hour of temptation,.that we 
difcover “‘ what manner of 
{pirit we are of.” 

How ‘patiently can we 
talk of bearing afflictions 
before we feel them! We 
counfel others to fubmiflion 
in the foreft cafes. And if we 
hear them complain or re- 
pine, we fometimes wonder 
i 


«? 


conduct of Hazael. 


forefaw, 
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at their impatience, But, 
alas ! how often do we our- 
felves fink and murmur, and 
defpond under lefs than wg 
their burthens ! . 

There are many who are 
ever ready with their cen- 
{ures on the conduct of . oth- 
ers, in higher and more 
difficult ftations. But if a 
little advancement “is: at 
length permitted to fall to 
their fhare, you will pref- 
ently fee them treading: in 
the fteps of thofe, on whom 
they had lavifhed their an- 
athemas before. How doeg 
a little change of fituation 
fhow us proud, fenfual, un- 
godly creatures in the men 
we confidered as humble, ho- 
ly and heavenly, lefs perhaps, 
than a year before! Coul 
we have believed this, untii 
we faw it? Could they have 
fufpected it of themfelves ? 
O whiet different creatures 
do we find ourfelves and 
others, under a change from 
from. poverty to riches 5 
from  ficknefs to health; 
from obfcurity to honour ; 
from privacy to public life! 

Confider the character and 
There 


was a time when his foul 


fhuddered at the mere idea, . 
of cruelty. 


‘There was a 
time wher he thought it 
impoffible, that he ‘thould 


perpetrate the horrid barbar- 


ities, which the Prophet 
and predicted. 
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3 «©6Thoughts on the naturé and ftateof Man, as fallen. 


‘There was a time’ when this 
‘man imagined himfelf gen- 
'tleasialamb. Hence, when 
Elifha informed him of the 
favage actions, which he 
would, on fome future occa- 
fion, commit, he cried out 
with with. warmth, * But 
what ! is thy fervant a dog, 
that he fhould do this great 
thing ?”. Elifha only replied, 
** The Lord hath fhewed me 
that thou fhalt be king over 
Syria.”’?, When. the condi- 
tion of Hazael was actually 
changed, agreeably to the 
prediction of Elifha, he made 
it evident that he was fierce 
as a dog, and favage as a ty- 
ger; he gave awful proof 
that he was a man of vio- 
lence, cruelty and_ blood. 
Alas, that Hazaels fhould be 
found every day ! 

Awful is the imbecility of 
degenerate humanity. So 
weak a thing is man, that he 
cannot carry his own withes, 
without falling under them ; 
cannot profper in his eftate, 
without changing the very 
temper of his mind. Many, 
who a year ago could not live 
Without fecret, fam@y, and 
church worfhip a fingle day, 
can now be content with- 
out one, or all of them, for 
weeks, perhaps for months 
together.. Under afflictions 
or feen dangers, in times of 
general religious attention, 
or fenfible concern, how 
wakeful is conicience! how 


lively are the affections! 
how itrong are the refolu- 
tions! But if the preflure is 
removed, or. ‘if attention 
does abate, the fpirits are 
foon cooled, zeal languifhes, 
and. purpofes untwift and 
die. ' 

Never can it be fufficient- 
ly Jamented, that there is in 
man fuch a criminal propen- 
fity te wander from the 
path of duty and falvation. 
We want continued {mart 
to keep us within bounds. 
We fhift our colours with 
every providence, and eve- 
ry company ; and eafily falf 
ify allour vows, cancel our 
bonds of Gop, and fuffer the 
foe of our falvation to re- 
enter, and regain all his old 
pofleffions ; yielding our- 
felves an eafy prey to every 
temptation. 

Nor does the mutability of 
man in his fallen ftate ftop 
here. It extends to, it un- 
happily affects all his advan- 
tages. Learning and genius 
may be exchanged for mad- 
nefs or idiotifm, by.a fingle 
ftroke ; a fall, a fever, ora 
paralytic touch. Ina year, 
a.month, perhaps a day, we 
may pity as a dotard the 
man we had but juft admir- 
ed as an angel. 

Fame and __ reputation, 
raifed to its zenith, may be 
dafhed .and blafted in an 
hour, by a fingle at of in- 
difcretion, for which, no re« 





pentance, nor reformation, 
can afterwards atone, at. the 
tribunal of man. To-day, 
the elements may ring 
with hofannas, in favour 
of fome popular favorite : 
but crucify him, crucify him, 
may be the cry of, to-mor- 
row. See Herod in his robes 
of filver, fhining like the 
meridian fun, and fhouted 
for a god by the flattering 
and admiring croud. Paufe 
but alittle while, and this 
{un fuffers a total eclipfe, 
and the would-be deity de- 
{cends from his throne to 
be eaten alive of his fifter 
reptiles. — 

But, why, the reader may 
‘perhaps enquire, why is the 
picture of human nature, 
painted with colours fo dark, 
with fhades fo folemn? 
Why is the draft of this 
part of the divine workman- 
fhip prefented in features fo 
deformed and_ unlovely? 
The writer replies ; He _ be- 
lieves that the doétrine is 
true. It is collected from ob- 
fervation. It is evinced by 
divine revelation. It. is 
prefuppofed in all the Say- 
iour has done for the re- 
demption and falvation of 
man. And if this doctrine 
is true, it ought to be 
known ; it ought to be be- 
lieved. , 

The doctrine here ftated, 
it is confefled, is gloomy and 
humiliating. It is, however, 
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neither © circumftantial,! nop 
unimportant. To turn it 
afide, as a. matter of ‘empty 
{peculation, is atonce: unrea- 
fonable and unfafe. An in- 
fallible teacher has faid, that 
the whole. need not:a phy- 
fician.. » Aware of the nature 
and degree of the difeafe, 
we fhall be helped in judg- 
ing aright of the qualities, 
both of the phyfician, .and 
the remedy. ‘The finner, 
who is duly fenfible of: his 
fin, will be induced to feek 
for a proper relief. Some 
conviction of fin is neceflary, 
in order to right views of 
Chrift, and accefs to him, 
as the fource of life and of 
falvation. And until we 
attain juft views of Chrift, 
and his falvation, it need 
not be expected that deliv- 
ering mercy will ever ap-+ 


par. FIDELIS. 
ON CONTENTMENT, 
No. Ii, 


In addition: to what. has 
been faid in. fome preceding 


numbers,in order. to our 
being excited to exercife a 
_contented mind, let-us con- 


fider, 7 
4thly. The evil. nature 
and fad effects of Difcon- 
tentment.” . ; 
Difcontentment,. from 
which arife envy, covetouf- 
nefs, and other evils, is eyi- 
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dently a moft unreafonable 
thing, andutterly inconfiftent 
with the nature and rules of 
chriftianity. It greatly unfits 
us. for the performance of 
holy duties, and efpecially 
for aimivg rightly in what 
we do at the glory of God, 
and the good of ourfelves 
and fellow men. 
Difcontentment is likewife 
a temper of mind very un- 
like that which was exhibit. 
ed by our divine Saviour, 
who under the greateft fuf- 
ferings exprefled an entire 
refignation to his Father’s 
will; and who would not 
have any of his followers re- 
proach religion, or difcour- 
age others concerning it, by 
a conduct, which. looks as 
though they thoughtthe con- 
dolations of God were {mall, 
or the promifes of the cove- 
nant of grace infufficient to 
compofe the minds of men 
under the troubles of life. 
And further, if we indulge 
uneafinefs, or give way to a 
difcontented mind, we ex- 
pofe ourfelves to manifold 
temptations, whereby we 
are rendered a more eafy 
prey to our {piritual enemies. 
Difcontentment, moreo- 
ver, argues ingratitude for 
the mercies we receive, the 
want of a true relifh for the 
bleflings we enjoy, and a 
diffatista€tion with thedivine 
allotments. It fhows an un- 
willingnefs to be at God’s 
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difpofal, and an unwarrafita« 
ble difpofition to lean to ouf 
own underftandings; as 
though we knew better than 
he does, what is moft condu- 
cive to our prefent and fus 
ture happinefs ; and there- 
fore it isa tempting God, 
and grieving his Holy Spirit, 
which has a tendency to 
provoke him to withhold 
good things from us, and to 
contend with us. 

But although the unrea- 
fonablenefs and ill effects of 
difcontent are in thefe and 
other refpects great, yet thofe 
who give way to it are very 
apt to endeavour to vindi- 
cate themfeves in it. Some 
in One way ; others in anoth- 
er, 

Some, whoare of an ims 
patient, difcontented mind, 
may perhaps allege in their 
excufe, that their natural 
temper leads themto be unea- 
fy, fo that they cannot by any 
means fubdue their paflions, 
or fubmit to the difpofing 
providence of God. But in 
reply to this it may be faid, 
that the corruption of our 
nature, and. its pronenefs to 
any particular fin, is fo far 
from being admitted as any 


juft excufe for fin, that it is 


rather to be viewed asan ag- 
gravation of it ; evidencing 
it to be more deeply rooted 
in the heart, and increafed 
by indulgence. 

Some, when experiencing 











injuries, and agitated and un- 
eafy with refentment, may 
allege in their excufe, that 
the injuries, which have 
been offered to them, ought 
to be refented; that they 
are fuch as they are not able 
to bear; and that, not to 
be uneafy under them, would 
be to encourage perfons to 
proceed in their injurious 
and illtreatment of them. 


But to this it may be replied, 


that while we feel a refent- 
ful fpirit, and are prone to 
meditate and fhow revenge 
againft thofe who have done 
us wrong, we are and mutt 
be unhappy, and mutt be 
confidered as unqualified for 
receiving forgivenefs from 
that God, whom we have 
by fin fo much difhonoured, 
fo highly offended and pro- 
voked. And, therefore, it 
becomes us to bear injuries 
with patience, not rendering 
evil for evil, but, contrary- 
wife, overcoming evil with 
good. | 

Others may excufe their 
being difcontented, when 
experiencing afflictions, by 
alleging the greatnefs of 
their trials ; that their bur- 
den is almoft infupportable ; 
and that, being prefled above 
meafure, they do well to be 
uneafy—do well, like Jonah, 
to be angry. But to this it 
may be replied, that our af- 
flictions, however great, are 
not fo great as our fins, 
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which are the procuring 
caufe of them; that they 
dre not fo great, probably, 
as have often befel others, 
who are better than we are ; 
and that, by indulging a dif- 
contented, murmuring {pir- 
it, we inevitably render our 
affiiétions a heavier burden, 
than they otherwife would 
be. 

Another clafs of perfons, 
experiencing adverfity, and 
thereby rendered uneafy and 
difcontented, may allege in 
their excufe, that the change 
that is made in their circum- 
{tances from a profperous to 
an afflicted condition of life, 
is fo great, and lies with 
fuch weight upon their fpir- 
its, that it is impoflible for 
them to be eafy under it.— 
But in reply to this, it may 
be faid, and fhould be con- 
fidered, that when God gave 
us the good things, of which 
we are now deprived, he re- 
ferved to himfelf the liberty 
of taking them away at 
what time he faw fit, defign- 
ing hereby not only to fhow 
his abfolute fovereignty over 
us, but to teach and enforce 
the important duty of our 


rejoicing as though we rejoiced 


not, and of wing the world as 
not abufing it ; the fafhion of 
which paffeth away. 

Let the fuggeftions here 
offered have their proper in- 
fluence, and excite all who 
may attend to them fo en- 






















Rene -- oo 
EOE Me EIR guage Ne eg — an Ker — 


Ars ge 


Sagan 


TT ly AO lige ay tt 
ee ee 


Da 


2 SO I ti AB SIS nent 
ae Ce eee ate 


canbe eficnnenstnipineatatindlidap busing aitinetiimassidiistpemmdidimmemmitenee omereattie aun toe, aad ae - 
Sy en ee ees ee me me ge — - 


na Gelhrlion” klBne Ba eche 
ry 


ae ame” . 




















134 


deavour-to maintain a pa- 
tient and contented mind. 
To excite us {till further 
to exercife a patient and con- 
tented mind, under the tri- 
als and calamities of the pref- 
ent.life, let us confider, 
sthly, That our ftay in 
this trying and militant ftate 
is but fhort, at longeft; fo 
that it really matters us but 
very little, comparatively 
{peaking, what condition we 
are in, provided we fill up 
our time with duty, and our 
duty with fidelity. Our 
journey through this wilder- 
ne{fs ftate, however tedious 
and thorny it may be, will 
foon be ended; and the 
great concern at the clofe 
will be, not what our lot and 
portion in life has been, but 
how we have borne it, and 
what improvements we have 
made. And if found among 
the truly righteous—ameng 
thofe, who have faithfully 
done and patiently fuffered 
the will of God, we may be 
fure, that when the vapour 
of life vanifheth away, all our 
forrows and complaints will 
vanifh away with it. Death, 
which is the appointed lot 
of all, and which cannot be 
very far dittant from us, 
will prove a fure haven from 
all the tempefts of life—a 
fafe refuge from all the per- 
fecutions cf the world—and 
a certain cure for all the dif- 
eafes of our prefent condi- 
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tion. It will free us from 
all our reftraints; it will 
eafe us of all our toils, ftifle 
all our cares, wipe all tears 
from our eyes, and banith all 
doubts, uneafinefs and for- 
row forever from our hearts. 
So that we fhall, having di- 
ed in the Lord, reft from all 
our labours, and be truly 
bleffed forever. 

Laftly, That all uneafinefs 
of mind, while in this life, 
may be fupprefled, and that 
we may live happy and con- 
tented, whatever may be our 
outward fituation, let us du- 
ly confider, thatthere are a 
number of ineftimable_bleff- 
ings, which, if we are the 
true children of God, no ex- 
ternal circumftances what- 
foever can take frem us— 
fuch as, the comfort of a 
good confcience, free accefs 
to the throne of grace, a 
fenfe of the divine favour 
here, and an expectation of 
the divine prefence and of 
glory and immortality here- 
after. ‘Lhefe are privileges 
and bieflings, which no en- 
emies or external circum- 
ftances can take from us. 
And living under the enjoy- 
ment of them, we cannot 
give way to uneafinefs or dif- 
content; efpecially, if we 
believe the aflurance given 
us, that nothing fhall ever 
be able to feparate us from 
the love of God, which is 
in Chrift Jefus, neither trib- 








ulation, nor diftrefs, nor per- 
fecution, nor famine, nor 
nakednefs, nor peril, nor 
fword; over all which we 
are conquerors, and more 
than conquerors, through 
him that loved us, and gave 
himfelf for us. 

Let us then run with pa- 
tience the race fet before us ; 
let us meet the forrows and 
tribulations of life with chrif- 
tian fortitude, and in patience 
poflefs our fouls ; reckon- 
ing allthe fuflerings of this 
prefent world not worthy to 
be compared with the glory 
that fhall be revealed hereaf- 
ter. PAULINUS. 





For the Magazine. 


THOUGHTS ON THOSE UNCOMMON 
ATTENTIONS TO RELIGION, U- 
SUALLY DENOMINATED REVIV- 
ALS. 


Persons are fometimes 
asked, whether they approve 
revivals of religion. To 
this queftion all, who are not 
atheifts, muft return the fame 
anfwer. None, who do not 
difavow religion, can with 
any confiftency difapprove 
the revival of it. The quef- 
tion meant to be asked is 
not, whether revival of re- 
ligion be defirable ; but 
whether thofe attentions, 
generally fo denominated, 
be, in fact, what they feem. 


It is nota matter of doubt, 
whether the general atten- 
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tion of a parifh or town is 


fometimes excited to the 


fubject of icligion; that is 


undeniable : but the quef- 
tion is, whether real religion 
increafes more at thofe fea- 
fons, than at others. 

On this fubject the writer 
would fubmit the following 
remarks. 

It cannot be denied, that 
religion is a fubject in the 
higheft degree momentous. 
On our being pofleffed, or 
deftitute of it, depends the 
foul’s falvation or ruin. Af- 
fuming this for a truth, that 
the foul is immortal, the 
gofpel declares, that the im- 
mortality of each individual 
will-be extremely happy, or 
extremely miferable : it will 
be the enjoyment of heaven, 
or the fuffering of hell. The 
fubject is, beyond all contro- 
verly, of high concernment. 
- It cannot be aflerted, that 
the actual fafety of every per- 
fon is a thing beyond quef- 
tion ; and that all, or even 
the generality, are fo evi- 
dently fit for heaven, as to 
preclude reafonable doubt. 
If fo, is ita thing ftrange or 
unreafonable, that fome 


fhould be anxious on fuch a. 


fubje&t? Confidering the 
fear, which common danger 
excites, is it juft matter of 
furprife, that the danger of 
Jofing the foul fhould roufe 
the attention, and create anx- 
iety ? Is not this an effect, 
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which we might naturally 
look for from that view of 
a future ftate, which the 
chriftian revelation fets be- 
fore us? If a man may be 
allowed, without forfeiting 
all pretenfions to reafon and 
good fenfe, to be anxious for 
his eftate when in danger, 
or his friends when fick, 
furely he may have reafon 
to be concerned for his foul. 
Jf this may rationally be the 
concern of one perfon, it 
may of two, or twenty, or 
fifty; of as many, indeed, 
as have no good reafon to 
judge themfelves poflefled of 
chriftian qualifications. 

It is readily conceded, that 
many perfons talk about re- 
ligion, without poflefling it ; 
& that fome, whofe attention 
is for a time excited, relapfe 
again into their former apa- 
thy. But can it be made a 
queftion, that a perfon, anx- 
ious as to religion, is more 
likely to become poflefled of 
it, than one who is heedlefs ? 

Will any perfon fay, that 
inattention to religion is not 
a-fymptom of its decline ? 

Even were it true, as the 
Socinians fuppofe, that no 
{piritual influences are con- 
cerned in the converfion of 
finners, it would by no 
means follow, that religion 
is not more likely to flourifh 
when much attention 1s paid 
to the fubject, than when 
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it is generally difregarded. 
Attention is neceflary ta 
progrefs in any of the arts of 
life. Perfons do not become 
proficients in literature, mu- 
fic, or the military art, with- 
out attention. Were feve- 
ral perfons in a place much 
engaged in literary purfuits, 
aflociating together would 
be natural, and conducive 
to their object. They thems 
felyes would not only profit 
by fuch aflociations at prop- 
er feafons, but any, who were 
difpofed to hear their cons 
verfation, might profit like- 
wife. But however it be as: 
to the advantage of aflociat- 
ing, none, we think, will de- 
ny, that inattention is unfa- 
vourable to progrefs in any 
purfuit whatever, and that, 
of courfe, when general at- 
tention is directed to any 
fubject, advancement is rea- 
fonably expected. Why 
fhould it be thought, that 
religion is the only purfuit,in 
which care, diligence and 
earneftnefs are not required? 
If attention to mathematics 
be favourable to mathemata 
ical progrefs, why fhould 
not attention to religion be 
favourable to religious prog- 
refs ? Going on the motft ra- 
tional principles, it muft be 
granted, that religion is 
more likely to flourifh in a 
church, fociety, or corpora- 
tion, when itis a fubject of 








geheral notice, than when it 
it is viewed with Laodicean 
indifference. | 

This, it is conceived, would 
be a reafonable conclufion, 
even if no divine influences 
were concerned in the im- 
plantation and growth of pi- 
ety. But the gofpel evident- 
ly attributes religion to the 
operation of God. Perfons, 
who poilefs faving piety, are 
faid to be born of God; and 
perfevering believers are faid 
to be kept by the power of God 
through faith unto falvation. 
Now, if divine influences be 
neceflary to the exiftence 
and advancement of religion, 
why fhould it be thought 
incredible, that thefe divine 
influences fhould be {fent 
more copiouily at certain 
times and places, than at 
others ? why fhould not God 
in communicating his Holy 
Spirit, proceed in the fame 
general method, as in com- 
municating dews, fhowers 
and funfhine ? 

It is fometimes offered, 
as an objection againft relig- 
ious attentions in general, 
that individuals, thro’ their 
great anxiety, have in par- 
ticular inftances fallen into 
deep melancholy, or have 
abfolutely loft their reafon. 

Such inftances are devout- 
ly to be deprecated ; but has 
not clofe attention to oth- 
er fubjects produced the 
fame effects ? Has clofe ap- 
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plication to bufinefs never 
produced ill health? Has’ 
clofe application to ftudy” 
never difordered the intel- 
leéts? But would it be ra- 
tional hence to conclude, 
that all clofe application to 
bufinefs or ftudy is to be 
condemned? It is further 
objected, that, in thofe pla- 
ces, where religion is faid 
to have revived, the ftate of 
morals, in a fhort time, is no 
better than formerly. 

We anfwer, that habitual 
immorality is doubtlefs fuf- 
ficient to blaft the preten- 
fions of any one profefling 
godlinefs. Ifa perfon pro- 
fefling to be renewed walk 
in difobedience to the gof- 
pel, itis no breach of chars 
ity to treat him as a hypo- 
crite. He that doeth rights 
eousne/s is righteous ; and he 
that committeth fin is of the 
devil. Nor does it feem an 
unreafonable expectation, 
that the ftate of morals, gen- 
erally confidered, fhould be 
meliorated in a place, where 
there has been an extentlive 
revival of real religion. But 
{till let us be candid in our 
eftimate. Religion, tho’ it 
tends to influence beholders, © 
in fome meafure, and to pro- 
duce fober habits among 
them, can be anfwerable for 
the behaviour of thofe only, 
who poflefs it. The fpirit- 
ual renovation of a dozen or 
fifteen perfons mutt be con- 
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fidered as an event highly 
important ; yet if this num- 
‘ber fhould become heartily 
pious, their example, ¢ither 
‘on account of their youth, 
‘or the obfcurity of their fta- 
tion might have no very ob- 
fervable influence in the 
place, in raifing the general 
tone of morals. 

It is further objected, that 
thofe uncommon attentions, 
‘of which we are treating, 
‘are often accompanied with 
‘great diforder. 

This circumftance, ‘no 
doubt, has occafioned a 
‘itrong prejudice in the minds 
of many ferious judicious 
people. Enthufiafm, fwoon- 
ing, crying out, falling down, 
extravagant burfts of joy, 
are furely no parts of relig- 
jon ; and it is a very unhap- 
py circumftance, when any 
neceflary connexion is fup- 
pofed to exift between re- 
ligion and thefe appearances. 
Religion is a rea/onable fer- 
vice, and God is a God of or- 
der, and not of confujfion. But 
‘does it certainly follow, that 
there is no religion where 
there is fome enthufiafim ? 
Were chaff and wheat never 
known to be mingled in the 
fame heap? The effects of 
fear, by whatever means ex- 


‘cited, may be generally the 


fame. The fight of danger 
‘will probably produce effects 
in proportion toits apprehen- 
ded -magnitude & nearnefs, & 


the particular conftitution of 
the perfon, 'to whom it is ex- 
hibited. It will not be denied, 
that the danger of lofing thie 
foul is ‘the moft terrifying 
danger imaginable ; nor can 
it be denied, that many per- 
fons are in this dangerous 
condition. 

Perhaps the fame charita- 
ble allowances are not made 
for any improprieties of be- 
haviour, in thofe who are 
engaged in religion, as for 
the failings of perfons in any 
other purfuit. Perfection is 
not to be expected among 
men: certainly, it is not to 
be looked for among per- 
fons, who have recently com- 
menced a religious courfe. 
There is one appearance, i- 
deed, in fome, who profefs 
recent converfion, which 
renders their profeflion, to 
{fay the leaft, in a confidera- 
ble degree doubtful : mean, 
felf confidence, and a difpo- 
fition to judge and to cenfure 
more aged difciples. This 
is a difpofition fo different 
from what we might expect 
would be produced from a 
fight of their own defile- 
ment and the divine puritv ; 
it favours fo little of a contrite 
and broken heart ; it is fo un- 
becoming their inexperience 
in the chriftian life, that one 
knows not in what denom- 
ination to place thole, by 
whom it is manifefted., The 


fight, which Job had of the 








divine character did not 
lead ‘him to cenfure others, 
but to abhor himfelf, J Lave 
heard of thee hy the bearing of 
the ear; but now mine eye 
feeth thee, I abhor myfelf, and 


repent in duft and afbes. 
It can hardly be doubted, 


that even when there is truly 
a revivalof religion in aplace, 
the number of converts 1s 
commonly overrated. An 
eftimate formed at the time; 
would generally be confider- 


ably higher than an eftimate 


formed feveral years after. 
Many perfons. are terrified, 
who are not renewed : ma- 
ny receive the word with 


joy, and endure but for a. 


while : many are religious. 
only by the power of fympa- 
thy; by which power I 
mean, an aptnefs in human 
creatures to imitate the feel- 
ings and actions of thofe a- 
round them. 
At feafons of general atten- 
tion, there are many circum- 
.ftances. calculated to make 
fome kind of impreflion :— 
aflemblies uncommonly large 
and uncommonly folemn ; 
individuals deeply affected ; 

and this general apprehen- 
fion, that God himfelf is, in 


_a peculiar fenfe, prefent. If 


the aflembly be collected 
from various places, or the 
_meeting be an encampment, 
the novelty of the fcene, and 
the high expectation of the 
-worthippers, will hardly fut- 
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fer them to depart without 
fome uncommon emotion. 

From all thefe circumftan-. 
ces, it often takes place, that 
perfons are engaged for a 
time, without experiencing 
any radical or permanent 
change. 

The opinions and feelings. 
of perfons religioufly con- 
cerned are fometimes allow- 
ed too much weight ‘in re- 
gard to fentiments. Per- 
fons are no. more infallible 
at thofe times, than at any 
other. They are as liable to 
be deceived, as at any fubfe- 
quent period. Perfons, 
whofe minds are thus ten- 
der, will, it is highly — proba- 
ble, imbibe the fentiments* of 
thofe, who have been inftru- 
mental of awakening their at- 
tention. The ftandard of doc- 
trine is not our own feelings, 
but fcripture. .One perfon 
feels, that he muft be plunged 
into water; another feels, 
that he muft unite himfelf 
with iuch or fuch a ‘com- 
munion. Controverfies the 
moft abftrufe are thus de- 
termined. Doétrinés, abfo- 
lutely inconfiltent with each 


other, have by different per- 
fons thus been felt. 


Another remark fs, that 
although religion is ‘at par- 
ticular feafons unufually re- 


~-vived, and divitie communi- 


cations extenfively made, we 
are by no means to conclude, 
that the work. of the Lord 
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is not carried on in many 
places where no fpecial at- 
tentions become general. 
The word and foirit of God 
may operate effectually, when 
the operation is not obferva- 
ble to beholders, and perhaps 
not very obfervable to thofe, 
who are the fubject of it. 
It is by no means to be ad- 
mitted, that converfions take 
place only at feafons of gen- 
eral attention. 

The writer begs leave to 
make another remark. It 
is, that there are two ex- 
tremes, again{ft which chrif- 
tians fhould be folemnly 
cautioned : 1. Attributing to 
the Holy Spirit all the actions 
and feelings of thofe, who 
are religioufly imprefled ; 
and, 2. Aconclufion, that re- 
ligious impreflions do not 
proceed from the Holy Spir- 
it, becaufe thofe, who are the 
fubjects of them, may be 
guilty of fome irregularity. 

We know, that the king- 
dom of God and that of Sa- 
tan are in direct hoftility. Is 
it unreafonable, therefore, 
to fuppofe, that where God 
communicates divine influ- 
ence in uncommon meafures 
to alarm the fumbering fin- 
ner, and reduce his obdura- 
cy, Satan fhould make great 
efforts to difhonour the work 
of God? Would it not fuit 
the malignity of his na- 
ture, fhould all religious 
people become guilty of irra- 


tional, unadvifed and extrav. 
agant behaviour? Would 
not many perfons be hereby 
led to confider the whole as 
the refult of religion, and 
contemn religion on this ac- 
count ? 

Perfons under peculiar di- 
vine influences mutt be judg- 
ed of by fcripture, as well 
as others. What is right 
mutft be approved, notwith- 
ftanding the wrong, which 
is mixed with it: what is 
wrong muft be condemned, 
though found in perfons of 
real piety. God is greatly 
difhonoured, when that is 
attributed to him, which is 
in faét the work of his ad- 
verfary ; nor is he lefs dif- 
honoured, if we attribute to 
infernal influence, that which 


is indeed the work of divine 
grace. LEIGHTON, 


war rscar. 


For the Magazine. 


INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF MR. 
G. F. AND HIS DAUGHTER. 


Mr. G. F. was an intelli- 
gent anda good man. He was 
himfelf a devout and faithful 
reader of the chriftian fcrip- 
tures. And he took de- 
light in recommending the 
facred volumes to the atten- 
tive and prayerful perufal of 
all around him, efpecially 
thofe of his own houfehold. 

This good and worthy 
man had an only daughter, 





for whofe prefent and ever- 
lafting felicity he fighed with 

arental tendernefs and anx- 
iety. With conftancy and 
pleafure he endeavoured to 
form her mind to piety and 
virtue, and to inftruct her 
in the doctrines and the du- 
ties of chriftianity. To faith- 
ful inftructions, he daily ad- 
ded fervent fupplications. 
When he was going to re- 
tire for private, devotional 
exercife, he would frequent- 
Jy take his darling daughter 
with him, and kneeling 
down by her fide would 
weep over, and pray for her 
in the fervour of his {fpirit, 
faying, “* O my God! make 
my dear child F. a member 
of thy happy family. She 
is dear, inexpreflibly dear to 
my heart. But, tenderly as 
I love her, I cannot change 
her heart. Do thou, O God, 
in mercy to her and to me, 
ty her a new heart, that 

e may believe inthy Son, 
and do thy will.” 

Curiofity, or fome other 
motive, induced her fome- 
times to attend thefe exer- 
cifes with a degree of {fatis- 
faction. But fometimes her 
heart rebelled. 

The all-gracious God 
would not fuffer the coun- 
fels, the inftructions and 
prayers of paternal piety and 
tendernefs, to be as water 
poured out upon the ground. 
He was pleafed to give the 
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father the fublime | fatisfac- 
tion of feeing his dear child 
ferioufly thoughtful and at- 
tentive, and to hear her figh- 
ing for intereft in the fpir- 
itual falvation of Jefus Chrift, 
crying, O Sir, what fhall I 
do to be faved ! 

In this awakened and at- 
tentive frame of mind, Mifs 
F, F. was occupied habitual- 
ly in a contemplation of the 
vaft concerns of her own 
foul. She pitied her former 
companions, who were rufh- 
ing on ftill in the road to ru- 
in. She loved the Bible, 
and called it the beft of 
books ; fhe found it juft fuch 
a book as her fituation re- 
quired. She ranto it with 
alacrity, as a hungry per- 
fon haftens to his food. It 
was indeed the food of her 
foul; the meat and the 
drink of her immortal mind. 

From her own views and 
convictions, as well as from 
the word of God, fhe learnt 
what an evil and bitter thing 
fin was. She was in the 
fame way convinced, that 
fhe could perform no works 
that could entitle her to 
heaven. Indeed, fhe faw 
that her very beft works 
were defeétive and defiled, 
and that they 
them to condemn and de- 
ftroy, than to” juftify and 
fave. This led her to fec 
the neceflity of the fufferings 
for fin, endured by Jelus 


had more in 
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Chrift, that infinitely .prec- 
ious Saviour, whom God 
had provided for finners. 
Her foul was filled with rap- 
turous pleafure when fhe 
read—* That God fo loved 
the world,.as to give his on- 
ly begotten Son, that who- 
foever ‘believeth in him 
fhould not perith, but have 
everlatting life.” She ad- 
mired the love and grace of 
the Saviour, in giving him- 
felf a facrifice for us ; and in 
making his foul an offering 
for fin. She,believed God’s 
teftimony concerning hisSon. 
She renounced the fervice of 
fin. She abandoned every 
falfe refuge. She took hold 
of the Redeemer’s ftrength. 
She depended on the perfect 
obedience unto death, of our 
Lord Jefus Chritt, as the a- 
lone foundation of her hope 
before God. And thus her 
foul had light, and love, and 
yoy, and peace. 

Religion was no longer a 
wearifome fervice to her. 
She now engaged with de- 


light in,thofe exercifes which 


fhe had been wont to regard _fa 
_to tell 


before, as an irkfome task. 
It was now her .refrefhment 
and delight to bow before 
the throne of grace, ,in_ the 
fecret clofet, and to vifit the 
courts of her royal Matter. 


Henceforth, fhe lived the re- | 
ligion of Jefus Chrift, and , 


faithfully recommended that 
religion to all around her. 


_ wee gone. 


Having walked abroad one 
day, the called upon three 
young ladies, Mt ag ot had been 
her intimate companions in 
the days of her gaiety and 
thoughtleffhefs. She found 
jae; fitting in a room by 
themfelves. From the hon- 
eft conteflion of one of them,. 
fhe learnt, that they had been 
converfing jutt before - fhe 
entered the room, about the 
change which had taken 
place upon her, and _Jament- 
ing that her days of pleafure 
In the fimplict- 
ty of their hearts, they all 
began to advife her, to give 
up religion, becaufe, as they 
fuppofed, it would make her 
melancholy and fad, and 
caufe all people of gaiety and 
fafhion to fhun her fociety. 

When the young ladies 
had clofedtheir remonftrance 
and advice, Milfs F. took 
leave. to ask them, what 
they judged. religion to. be. 
They paufed for fome time 
—looked at.each other— 


_gave a.fmile, and_ replied, 
they 


did not know! Then, 
id fhe, you. will permit me 
you: It is to love 
and ferve. our God and 
Creator. Is there any.thing 
in. that to. make people 
melancholy ? She waited for 
their. reply ; fhe intreated 
them freely to, anfwer her 
queftion, which fhe again re- 
peated—*s Is loving and ferv- 
ing God calculated to. make 









e melancholy ?” They 
vneee, No. Well, relig- 
ion alfo confifts in believing 
that God forgiveth all our 
fins, for the fake of his Son 
Jefus Chrift.—Is that likely 
to make us melancholy ? 
No, we do not think it is. 
Is the hope, that God is our 
friend, and that we are his, 
calculated to make us un- 


happy ? No, furely not. You 


know, that it is very natur- 
al to be afraid of death ; it 
is a part of religion to be de- 
livered from that fear: Is 
that hkely to make us 
gloomy ? No, it isnot. God 
promifes to his friends, that 
he will be with them in af- 
fliction and in _ troublous 
times, to f{upport and com- 
fort them, and to make 
their trials.do them goad ; 
itis a part of real religion 
to believe thefe promifes. Is 
this likely to make people 
melancholy '—Here a mo- 
ment’s paufe enfued, and 
the three young ladies gazed 
at eachother. One of the 
number, more talkative than 
the reft, at length turned to 
the others, and faid ; Sifters, 
did you ever think before 
what religion was? I am 
certain, 1 never did. I do 
not imagine, that thefe.prin- 
ciples can make people un- 
happy. I wonder what our 
friends and acquaintance 
mean, by always faying fuch 
terrible things againit relig- 
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ion. If what dear Mifs F. 
fays be true, I think nobody 
can be happy till they are re- 
ligious. What think you ? 
Indeed, faid one, I am of the 
the fame opinion; and fo 
am I, faid the other. 

After this candid declara~ 
tion, Mifs F. feized the op- 
portunity to warn them a- 
gainft imbibing prejudices 
againit religion, of receiving 
falfe reports, to the injury 
of any fet of people. She 
earneftly entreated, them to 
attend to the momentous 
concerns of their fouls, and 
to confider the awful danger 
of living in the world with- 
out feeking and ferving God. 

Having thus, with great 
tenderneis and affection, ad- 
drefled to them very fol- 
emn admonitions, fhe pro- 
ceeded to ftate to them her 
own views and feelings. 
She proteited before them, 
in the {pirit of deep humili- 
ty, that fhe never had en- 
joyed fo much as one* truly 
happy day, until fhe was 
brought to the knowledge, 
the love and the fervice of 
Jefus Chrift. In the time 
fhe added, of my former 
error and delufion, 1 incef- 
fantly fought pleafure and 
blifs in the world, and in 


the delights of fin and fenfe. 


But while I fought happi- 
nefs in thefe things, the ob- 
je&t of my purfuit inceflant- 


ty fled from me. Nor was 
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Iever contented until my 
heart, under the agency of 
the Holy Ghoft, was deter- 
mined to make an ardent 
choice of Jefus Chrift, as a 
feen, complete Redeemer— 
until my affections were 
brought to centre, and my 
foul to reftin him, as all my 
falvation and all my defire. 
But now, blefled be my God, 
now I enjoy fome quiet 
peaceful hours ; hours, that 
are if{weetened and en- 
deared by a contemplation 
of the love of God, and of 
his Son Chrift Jefus, to fuch 
a worthlefs worm as I am. 
When I meditate the meth- 
ods of divine mercy in our 
redemption, I praife God 
for his wonderous love, in 
fending fuch a Saviour as 
Jefus Chrift into our finful 
world. When I perufe the 
hiftory of the precious Lamb 
of God, who came to take 
away the fins of the world, 
I weep with love. When I 
read the hiftory of his fuf- 
ferings and death, I am _ loft 
in wonder—lI affectionately 
thank him for his marvellous 
grace and goodnefs. When 
IThear my Jefus faying in 
his word—I will come again 
and receive you to myiclf, 
that where I am there you 
may be alfo—I long for li- 
cenfe to depart and to be 
with Chrift—I cry, make 
hafte, my beloved. Why 
are thy chariot wheels fo 


long in coming ? Come the 
dear day. How long, O 
Lord, how long. Come 
Lord Jefus, come quickly. 
Then will I rejoice in the 
Lord ; I will be glad in 
thee, in thee! the God of 
my falvation. | 

In this affeicting fcene—at 
thefe folemn words, they 
fighed ; they wept; they 
weptaloud. They left the 
room, ferioufly thinking on 
what had pafled. What was 
the nature and the duration 
of the impreflions made on 
two of them, 1s not known. 
Oneof them afterwards prov- 
ed to to be a very pious and 
virtuous girl. She will, one 
day, ftand before the throne 
of God and the Lamb, and 
caft her glittering crown at 
his blefled feet. Blefs the 
Lord, O our foul! Hofanna 
in the higheft. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF 
THE LATE REV. IVORY HOVRY } 


(Of whom fome account was given in 
the firft volume of the Pifcatagua E-« 
vangilical Magazine.) 


I was born (fays this good 
old minifter) the 3d of July, 
1714, in thetown of Topf- 
field, Maffachufetts, of pious 
parents, by whom I received 
not only a religious, but a 
liberal education. A liberal 
education I might not, per- 
haps, have received, had it 





not been for the early notice 
my father had of the divine 
purpofes concerning me, if I 
may be allowed fo to exprets 
it. 

When he was very young, 
not more than fourteen years 
of age, as I underftood him, 
he felt a great defire, as I 
have heard him obs 
ferve, to receive a liberal ed- 
ucation, in order that he 
might be qualified to enter, 
at a proper time, into the 
gofpel miniftry. He found 
it expedient to check his in- 
clination ; but his uneafinefs 
increafed to fuch a degree, 
that, on a certain night, af- 
ter he had retired to his bed, 
fleep departed from his eyes, 
and flumber from his eye- 
lids. At length he arofe, and 
made his fervent addrefles to 
Almighty God,that hewould 
grant him his defire, or give 
him’ content without it.— 
Whereupon the Lord feem- 
ed to anfwer him in fome- 
what the like manner as he 
did his fervant David, in 
whofe heart it was to build 
a houfe to the Lord. Thofe 
paflages recorded I. Kings, 
villi. from 16 to’ 20, inclu- 
fively, and I. Chronicles, 
Xxii. g, &c, were fo imprefl- 
ed upon my father’s mind, 
upon that occafion, as to give 
him abundant content and 
fatisfaction. The improve- 
ment he made of the impref- 

T 
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fion was; that, although he 
fhould not have the diftin- 
guifhed favour beftowed up- 
on himfelf; which he had fo 
Creat defired ; yet, that 
he fhould live to have a fon, 
who fhould be qualified for 
that arduous though pleafing 
task. Accordingly, it feems 
that it was my father’s inten- 
tion, before I was born, 
fhould it pleafe God to 
grant him a fon, to devote 
him to the facred employ- 
ment.. Wherefore, from 
that time, at my birth, and 
afterwards, he {till pondered 
thefe things imhis heart, and 
purfued fuch meafures as he 
thought moft proper to ac- 
complifh his defign. Prov- 
idence feemed to co-operate 
in effecting the object of his 
wifhes. When I was of age 
fufficient for entering a 
grammar {chool, a donation 
that was bequeathed him by 
one of his ancettors, came in- 
to his pofleffion. Notwith- 
ftanding the impreflion 
made upon his mind before 
my birth, and his fubfequent 
refolution, he thought prop- 
er to confult feveral minif- 
ters of the gofpel, acquaint. 
ing them withal of his in- 
clinationsand motives. Be- | 
ing encouraged by them, he 
fent me: to a grammar 
{chool at the age of eclev- 
en years, where, after tarry- 
ing a fhort time, I was re- 
moved to one nearer home, 













































o> tee 


= inseam aceon 
 - <> S$. tp % ‘s ; =. 
lg lg AN a 5 a ee ee 


SSS Se ee 


et 
=e 


ee eeu 


puerile faults or 


146 Extracts from the Diary of the Rev. Mr. Hovey. 


which foon after broke up. 
My father, however, in pur- 
fuance of his former de- 
fign, fent me to be inftrué- 
ed by a neighbouring clergy- 
man, the Reverend Mr. 
Rogers, of Boxford. From 
that time forward, I refo- 
lutely purfued my ftudies, 
and began to make confid- 
erable proficiency. My in- 
ftructor fpake encouraging- 
ly of me to my father. My 
youthful mind at times la- 
boured under difcourage- 
ments, feeling diffident of 
my abilities, and being op- 
prefled with exceflive bafh- 
fulnefs. However, I was 
examined and admitted a 
member of Cambridge Col- 
lege in 1731. 

“Before | proceed any fur- 
ther, I muft digrefs to take 
fome notice of ‘God’s deal- 
ings with me in religious 
concerns from my early 
childhood to the time of my 
entering college. 

Here, then, I would re- 
mark, that, althoughthe {pir- 
it of God began to awaken 
my con{cience tofome fenfe 
of guilt and fin, when I was 
about feven years of age, as 
I well remember ; yet, it 
was only or chiefly on ac- 
count of my difobedience 
to my parents and other 
errors, 
which, however light they 
may appear to children, will 


at one time or other lie hea- 
vy upon the confcience. 

Thus I proceeded till I 
was about thirteen years of 
age; at which time there 
happened a furprifing earth- 
quake, (29th Oc. 1727) 
which awakened me to fome 
further concern about my 
foul. This gave me a new 
idea of things appertaining 
to this world, and different 
from what I ufed to have. 
Every thing under the fun 
now appeared unftable and 
tranfitory. If the earth, 
thought I, is fubject to fuch 
motions and toflings, no- 
thing in this world can be 
depended on as permanent. 
This put meupon enquir- 
ing after a more {fubftantial 
and abiding pofition and in- 
heritance, that fhould ftand 
firm, when all thefe things 
failed. 

Neverthelefs, this view 
of things did not laft long, 
but gradually wore off, al- 
though while it did contin- 
ue the word preached made 
more fenfible impreflions up- 
on my mind, than formerly. 

To pals over many things 
here, | proceed to take no- 
tice of the firft moft fenfi- 
ble change that I met with 
in refpect to the ftate and 
frame of my mind. ‘This 
took place in the fifteenth 
year of my age. 

Ido not remember any 
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remarkable difpenfations of 
Providence either of a pub- 
lic or private nature, that 
occurred as the occafion of 
it. But I grewmore folic- 
itous than ever about the 
falvation of my foul, being 
ftirred up by reading and 
hearing the word, to attend 
to thofe things, which affect- 
ed my everlafting peace, be- 
fore thev fhould be hidden 
from my eyes. I had in 
general fome fight and fenfe 
of the fad ftate and condi- 
tion I was born in, and had 
hitherto lived in; and that 
{ mutt perifh forever, with- 
out a faving intereft in Je- 
fus Chrift ; and that as I ever 
expected or hoped to have 
an intereft in God’s faving 
mercy through the merits 
of the Redeemer, I muft o- 
bey him in all his com- 
mands, without exception. 
I was at the fame time con- 
vinced, that coming to the 
ordinance of the Lord’s fup- 
per was one of his plain com- 
mands, and, accordingly, 
in fubjection to divine au- 
thority therein, I offered my- 
felfte communion with the 
church of Chrift in Topi- 
field, and was admitted into 
that church September 6, 
1729, being entered into 
my fixteenth year, two 
years after the tremendous 
earthquake. 

But I have fince had my 
doubts at times whether a 


faving work of the divine 
{pirit were then wrought 
upon my heart, although I 
had before and after my ad- 
miffion experienceda great 
deal of delight and pleafure 
in the exercifes of religion, 
both in public and private. 
Sabbaths became to me the 
moft pleafant and joyful 
days, which I ardently wifh- 
ed to arrive, and never 
thought them too long, 
when engaged in religious 
exercifes. I continued in 
this frame for more than a 
year, after which it began 
imperceptibly to decline. 
But what occafioned me 
long fince to call in queftion 
the genuinenefs of my con- 
verfion at that time, was 
not merely my lofing that 
fenfible delight and fatisfac- 
tion, which I then took in 
religion, but partly becaufe 
I cannot give fo particular 
an account of any particu- 
lar law-work, at leaft, not 
the particular fteps of con- 
viction, contrition, humilia- 
tion, and clofing with Jefus 
Chrift, at that time. 
Neverthelefs, | do not ab- 
folutely conclude that I was 
not then regenerated and 
truly converted ;  fince 
the Lord deals fo differently 
with different perfons, even 
thofe that he brings favingly 
home to himfelf. He may 
perhaps give fome of his 
chofen a feaft, when firit 
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brought home, as he did 
the prodigal and Lydia, 
witheut any confiderable 
Jaw work _s preceding, 
though they may have more 
of this difcipline afterwards, 
while he may in his fove- 
reignty deal very differently 
with others ; yea, with the 
generality, as he did with'the 
gaoler, and with Saul, and 
with thoufands under Pe- 
ter’s preaching. 

Wherefore, thefe 
and the like pie derations, 


I mutt, at prefent leave it un- 


determined, whether I did, 
at that time, pafs under a 
regenerating change, even 
at my firft coming into full 
communion, or, if I have 
really experienced fuch a 
faving change to this day. 
I know not at what time to 
date it, nor am I folicitous 
in this point, if I can but 
iay, Whereas I was once blind, 


I now fee. 
[To be continucd.] 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 

JoHN 1. 21—Art thou E- 
lijah ? He faid, I am not. 
—There is here an apparent 
contradiction to the words 
of our Lord concerning John, 
Matt.xi. 14—This is the Eli- 
jah that was to come. But Jefus 


in the paflage quoted evidently 


refers to the wordsof Malachi, 
his purpofe being to inform 
his difciples that John was 
Ciijah, in the meaning of 


Iluftrations of Scripture....Gaming. 


that prophet, and that the 
prophet’s prediction was ac- 
complithed in the Baptitt, 
inafmuch as he came in the 
{pirit and power of Elijah. 
But when the queftion was 
propofed to John, the laws 
of truth required that he 
fhould anfwer it according 
to the fenfe wherein the 
words were ufed by the pro. 
pofers. He could not other- 
wife have been vindicated 
from the charge of equivo- 
cating. ‘The intended pur. 
port of their queftion, he 
well knew, was, whether 
he acknowledged that he 
was individually the prophet 
Elijah returned from heaven 
to fojourn again upon the 
earth ; for in this manner 
they explained the prediction. 
To this he could not, without 
falfehood, anf{wer in the af. 
firmative. [ Campbell. | 


GAMING. 


WHENEVER gaming is 
made a ferious buiinefs, and 
the love of it becomes a paf- 
fion, farewell to tranquillity 
and virtue. Then fucceed 
days of vanity and nights of 
care; diflipation of life, cor- 
ruption of manners, inatten- 
tion to domeftic affairs, acts 
of deceit, lying, curfing and 
perjury. Ata diftance pov- 
erty, with contempt at her 
heels, and in the rear of all, 
defpair bringing a halter in 
her hand. [ Logan. ] 








MR. M’GREGORE’S MISSION. 


An extra from the Diary of the Rev. 
Dariv AU Grecorz, paftor of the 
church and congregation in Bedford, 
taken from his miffionary journals of 
the months of September, OGober and 
November of the laff year, among 
the infant fettlements of New-Hamp- 
Jfoire, Diftrid of Maine, Vermont, 
and the part of Canada. 


Lert Bedford September 2d; 
and onthe fifth day about 10 0o’- 
clock, I found I was entering upon 
miffionary ground.—Soon as I enter- 
ed the town, I began to notify the 
people that there would be preach- 
ing the next day, which was the 
Lord’s day. In the firft houfe 
which I notified, a woman accofted 
me to the following purport : * Are 
you the man, who is going to 
preach ?”” After having been anfwer- 
ed in the affirmative, fhe without re- 
ferve began to examine me as to my 
fentiments. Her firft queftion was, 
Are youa methodift ? After having 
been anfwered in the negative, fhe in 
the next place asked whether I was 
a predeftinarian, or a free-will baptift. 
Seeing her curiofity thus excited, I 
wifhed her to attend, hear for her- 
felf, and then judge. 

I proceeded, and paffed through 
the town, giving notice to all I faw, 
that I propofed to preach the next 
day at their ufual place of worfhip, 
and wifhed thofe I faw to fpread the 
report through town; and after 
fome difficulty, occaiioned by the 
jealoufies of the people by means of 
their feGarian notions, I eventually 
obtained a comfortable night’s lodg- 
ing, and in the morning repaired to 
the ufual place of worthip to {pend 
the fabbath. The people affembled, 
aid paid ftriG attention ; and at the 
clofe of the fervices of the day came 
-around me, foie exprefling their ap- 
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probation in the ftrongeft terms, and 
others their thanks to God for put- 
ting it into the hearts of the Society, 
from whence I came, to furnifh them 
in their deflitute fituation with mif. 
fionary labours. At their earneft 
requeft, I tarried with them four 
days, preaching and viliting from 
houfe to houfe, where I was receiv- 


ed with the utmoft tendernefs. Their 


fe€tarian notions for the moment ap- 
peared to fubfide, and all appeared 
to unite in brotherly love in worfhip- 
ping God; and when I left the 
place, we parted in tears, and with 
their moft earieft entreaties that I 
would return. 

I purfued my journey about four 
teen miles to atown, where I was 
hofpitably received, and kindly en- 
tertained. Here I preached three 
fermons; where good attention was 
paid. I vifited a number of families 
and a fick woman, who foon after 
died of her difeafe. My next mif- 
fionary flation being about twelve 
miles diftant, they perfuaded me to 
appoint a leGture for them on the 
next week, which I accordingly 
did; and being accompanied by 
twelve or fourteen men on my way, 
I proceeded. When we arrived at 
the above mentioned place, I under- 
ftood that they were engaged in 
military matters. I therefore 
thought it expedient to proceed a- 
bout fix miles further to another 
town; and it being in the evening, 
and the inhabitants appearing gener- 
ally fufpicious that I was of differ- 
ent religious fentiments from them- 
felves, it was with fome difficulty I 
obtained my lodging for the night. 
I diftributed my pamphlets and mnife 
fionary magazines, which they wil- 
lingly received; but in the mean 
time appeared to wifh no further in- 
tercourle with me. As there wasto 
my kuowledge no houfe of public en- 
tertainment in the place, I pafled on, 
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relying on the goodnefs of God for 
protection and fupport; and fcarce- 
ly had I entered the woods, when a 
young man kindly invited me to his 
dwelling, and gave me the beft enter- 
tainment that his little rural cottage 
would afford. I appointed a lec- 
ture for the next day in the afore- 
faid place, at which many attended. 
When divine fervice was ended, they 

thered around me, and invited me 
to their houfes, withing me to tarry 
and preach through the week in va- 
rious parts of the town, to which I 
confented; and humbly truft, that 
my labours in the Lord were not in 
vain: for within a few days having 
met with the Rev. J. Thurflon, 
of New-Market, who came to the 
place where I was preaching, we 
here eftablifhed a congregational 
church, and adminiftered the facra- 
ment of the fupper. I cannot for- 
bear further mentioning, that from 
day to day our hearers and their 
thirft for the word increafed to 
that degree, that for two days we 
preached, alternately, without inter- 
miffion from morning until night ; 
and when we propofed difmiffing 
the aflembly, they refufed, but wifh- 
ed us to retire for a few moments, 
take a little refrefhment, and return. 
We accordingly met their withes, 
when the people tarried one day af- 
ter another from morning until ten 
or eleven o’clock in the evening, 
hearing the word. And fhall we not 
fay the Lord was there ? 

We eventually left them, after 
having commended them to God and 
the word of his grace, which is able to 
build them up, and give them an inberit- 
ance among them who are fanélified. 
I then informed Mr. Thurfton of 
my previous appointment, and we 
concluded to part for a few days, 
as the fabbath was at hand, and a- 
greedto meet the next week for the 
purpofe of organizing a church in 
another town. 

After having fulfilled all my en- 


gagements, we again metat the ap- 
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pointed time and place, where the 
harveft appeared truly plenteous. 
Our time for a few days was {pent 
in preaching, vifiting and examining 
thofe, who wifhed to become mem- 
bers of Chrift’s church. 

After having asked counfel of 
God, and having made the necefla- 
ry preparations, we organized a 
church of the congregational order ; 
and, including thofe who had been 
members in other places, we found 
them to be fifty-one in number. ‘The 
attention of people appeared to be 
much called up in this place; we tar- 
ried until we had difpenfed the fac- 
rament ; and, after having come 
mended them to the great Head of 
the church, we went about fix miles, 
and preached in another part of 
the town the fame evening. 

So great was the attention to the 
word, that we here found that ourjoint 
labours were not more than fufficient 
to meet the wifhes of the people, 
and thought we could in fome meaf- 
ure fee the wifdom of the great 
Head of the church, in fending out 
his miffionaries two by two; and 
hereupon we concluded to pafs on to 
the confines of Canada together. 
Accordingly we purfued our journey 
towafds the Notch of the White 
Hills, fo called, both of us preach- 
ing daily, where a_ general at- 
tention was paid to the word ; and 
by particular requeft, we fometimes 
thoughi it advilable to ftop two or 
three days in a place, taking care to 
{upply two towns on every fabbath 
with but few exceptions: and thus 
we continued to do until we reach- 
ed Canada. 

We then purfued our miffionary 
tour down Conneticut river, preach- 
ing till we came to Littleton to detti- 
tute people, who gladly received the 
word. Here Mr. Thurfton clofed 
his miffionary labours, and returned 
home, leaving me once more to la- 
bour alone. A fenfe of duty, how- 
ever, together with my previous fuc- 
cefs, feemed to infpire me with new 








fortitude, and I proceeded on my 
miffion, relying on the all preferving 
and fupporting arm, which had 
brought me thus far. 

I proceeded from place to 
place, preaching daily, and good 
attention was paid to the word ; and 
at length found myfelfin the midit 
of a reformation. I preached daily 
inacircle of towns through the week, 
and appointed a central place, at 
which to preach on the fabbath. 
After fpending more than a fort- 
night in this way, I notified them 
all where I fhould preagh on the laft 
fabbath I propofed to tarry with 
them ; and on the fabbath morning 
had the pleafure to meet many of my 
chriftian friends, together with a 
numerous retinue accompanying 
them, from five or fix different 
towns; fome of whom, I was in- 
formed, came fifteen or fixteen miles 
to meeting. The houfe where we 
met being compaétly filled, numbers, 
who could not get in, furrounded 
the windows and doors; and when 
the fervices began, there was a per- 
fe& filence, and I perceived not a 
whifper until they clofed. Great 
folemnity might be feen in every 
countenance. Surely, thought I to 
myfelf, This is none other than the 
houfe of God.—As I had fpent near- 
ly three weeks in this vicinity, duty 
feemed to call,that I fhould leave 
them, though I was earneftly de- 
fired to tarry longer. Gladly would 
I have complied with their withes ; 
but, confidering the ground I had 
ftill to go over, and the fafk ap- 
proaching clofe of my miffion, I 
could not comply.—in the afternoon 
I took thefe words; And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inher- 
itance among them who are fandified. 
After I had clofed, I took my leave 
of my friends, defiring ‘them to re- 
ceive the commendation ip the text ; 
and one of them, whofe wife was 
confined fick at home, came, and, 
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taking me by the hand, defired that 
I would go and preach at his houfe 
the fame evening. I complied with 
his requeft, found his_ wife ferioufly 
engaged in the caufe of religion, 
and, after having preached and con- 
verfed with her, I next morning took 
my leave. 

I cannot leave this delightful 
theme, nor thefe, as I truft, children 
of God, who ftrengthened my hands 
and encouraged my heart in the 
good work, before I give my read- 
ers a remarkable inftance of the in- 
terpofition of God's holy provi- 
dence, which, I prefume, contributed 
not a little to this glorious work. 
There is a certain gentleman of re- 
{peCtability, whofe name it may be 
proper to conceal, who has been un- 
der fore conviétions, as he tells me, 
at certain times for fome years paft ; 
but having confidered religion too 
meanathingto fuit a man of his 
quality and ftation in life, he had art- 
fully fupprefled thofe convictiens re- 
peatedly : they however returned 
with an increafed energy, until at 
laft they were like to overcome all 
his fortitude, as he called it. At 
length he propofed a family meet- 
ing to fome of his gay companions, 
who readily acquiefced in the pro- 
pofal. They accordingly met, hav- 
ing their wives along with them ; 
but the aforefaid gentleman’s con- 
victions ftillincreafed, which demand- 
ed an increafed exertion and art to 
conceal. A dance was foon pro- 
pofed in the company, and he as 
foon embraced the opportunity to 
fhake off his convictions: but 
mark the fequel! Amidft the cheer- 
ing dance his increafed conviction 
ina moment ftrikes him upon his 
knees on the floor, amidft the jovial 
throng, who at once beheld him in 
all the agonies of defpair, exclaim, 
‘“‘T am undone! God, have mercy 
on my foul !” and began immediat: - 
ly to pray. His companions, thus- 


derftruck with amazement, made a 


When he beheld 


momentary paufe. 













































— <—— 


0 ee 


ee ee ee 


Oe EEE ee 
| 

















me _— “ ~ oe 7 
L = v — - 
- tl 
Ee Ee 
-S= << 
+ par - 
4 i > 


age Fome “ee Aa Oe 





152 Religious Intelligence....Mr. M’Gregore’s Miffon. 


them around him, he in a paroxy{m 
of diftrefs leaped from the midft of 
them out of doors, and ran towards 
the woods. His companions, bee 
leving him to be intoxicated or dif. 
tracted, purfued and overtook him 
before he reached the woods.——-He 
defired they would let him retire a- 
lone to pray. They refufed ; and 
told him he muft pray there, if any 
where. He made the attempt ; but 
thought his day of grace was core, 
and there was no mercy for him. 
‘They watched him that night after 
they had brought him to his own 
houfe ; and often he eflayed to pray, 
though in the mean time he was of- 
ten under great temptations to end 
his miferable exiftence. This again 
he began to think would be adding 
crime tocrime. I found him in this 
deplorable fituation. I asked him if 
he could not realife a fufficiency in 
Chritt’s blood to pardon all his fins, 
«< O,”’ faid he, “I wifh I could; 
but I amthe greateft finner that 
ever was born.”” [asked him if he 
were forry, that he had been fo vile 
afinner. He anfwered, that it was 
caufe of his prefent dittrefs of mind. 
I asked, if he wifhed to forfake his 
fins, and be made whole. *O,” 
fays he, “that is my greateit de- 
fire.’ I then told him, that 
he was a fit fubje& for the 
grace of God, which brings falva- 
tion, to be exercifed upon. I held 
up the offers of the gofpel in as 
clear a point of view, as I was cae 
pable ; pointed out the differences 
between the law and the gofpel ; 
their harmony and fubferviency the 
one to the other ; that, as I tr ufted, 

the law had then fain him, that he 
might be alive unto Chrift ; and, af- 
ter having converfed on the feveral 
duties of a chriftian, and efpecially 
the duty of family, as well as fecret 
and public prayer, I had the pleaf- 
ure to hear him perform it in an or- 
derly manner, for the firft time, in 
his family, I told him that, as he 


had put his hand to the plough, 
net to look back; andleft him for 
three or four days. I again returns 
ed, fad found him under great cone 
cern of mind ; for the adverfary had 
once more obtained the advantage, 
by telling him, that it was in vain 
for him to pray, and he had negle@- 
edit, and liftened to the tempter. 
He told me, he muft give up the 
thought of mercy, for he was fo vile, 
that God had caft him off. I told 
him that Chrift had invited all wea- 
ry and heavy ladened finners to 
come unto him, and had promifed 
them reft. As it was in the eve- 
ning, he immediately called in his 
family, and made an excellent prays 
er ; and appeared to rejoice in praif- 

g God for finding comfort. I ae 
mS left him for a few days, and res 
turned ; when he told me, that he 
now confidered prayer a_ blefled 
privilege, notwithftanding but a 
fhort time before he had confidered 
it a grievous task and heavy burden. 
I might initance many cafes fome- 
what fimilar; but as this appeared 
to me the moft extraordinary, you 
will be pleafed to take the one for 
many. 

I purfued my miflionary journey 
from fettlement to fettlement, 
preaching daily, and having good at- 
tention paid tothe word; but met 
with nothing extraordinary for ma- 
ny days. 

At length I arrived in a town 
in the back fettlements in the Dif- 
trict of Maine, where there was a 
reformation. Asthere was a church 
in town, [ attended to the adminif- 
tration of the facrament of the fup- 
per, by joining as an afliftant with a 
worthy miffionary, whom I met in that 
place. After careful examination of 
candidates, it was thought proper 
to admit twenty-one to the com- 
munion, who, together with the 
old church members, conttituted 
nearly two thirds of thofe perfons 
belonging to town, who had arrived 





Religious Intelligence....Mr. M’Gregore’s Miffon. 153 


at the years of difcretion. Five or 
fix others exprefled a great defire to 
join, but were not admitted, on ac- 
count of their childhood ; but ad- 
vifed to reft contented, until another 
communion, that they might give 
more full proof to the brotherhood 
of their fincerity. 

They cheerfully fubmitted to our 
advice, and appeared to reft them- 
felves in hopes of another approach- 
ing joyful feafon, when, by giving 
full proof of their fincerity, they 
fhould be permitted to eat and drink 
at their “‘ Heavenly Father’s table.” 

I remained here feveral days, and 
preached in feveral parts of the 
town, to accommodate infirm peo- 
ple, who were unable to go to the 
ufual place of public worfhip ; and 
my pleafure was much increafed, by 
feeing little boys and girls run thro’ 
the wildernefs from place to place, 
to hear the word, with as much ap- 
parent fatisfation, as fuch generally 
do, who are going to any amufe- 
ment.—One day, as I was preach- 
ing, a little girl faftened her eyes up- 
on me, and ftood motionlefs for fome 
time ; the vivid hue forfook her lips, 
and fhe appeared as though fhe was 
- going to fall into a {woon ; at length 
fhe began to tremble, like a leaf up- 
on the trees, and this continued until 
divine fervice was over. Her father 
then took her by the hand, and, in 
the moft affeCting manner, dedicated 
her to God, by prayer. When fhe 
endeavored to fpeak, her tongue faul- 
tered, and lifped out praifes to God ; 
and as fhe was not more than eleven 
or twelve years of age, I muft con- 
fefs fhe exhibited a {cene the moft 
truly aftonifhing to me of any 
thing of the kind I ever witneffed 
in all the courfe of my life. So 
wonderful and paft finding out are 
the ways of God. 

There is a trait in the character 
of this people, which appears to dif- 
tinguifh them from all other focie- 

U 


ties, with which I am acquainted ; 

which is, their firm and united de- 

termination to receive and hear no 

other preachers, than thofe of the 

prefbyterian or congregational or 

der. I was informed, that after their 
late reformation began, a methodift 
preacher in that vicinity afked one of 
theinhabitants, if he thought it would 
be acceptable for him to come into, 
town and preach; and after being , 
anfwered in the negative, he fent a’ 
letter into town, tendering his ferv- 
ices, in helping to carry on the 
work ; but, being anfwered, that he 
was not defired, he concluded to 
make full proof, and came in per-. 
fon. He told the people, that the 
Spirit had told him to come and 
preach to them, and he fhould find 
hearers. They {till infifted, that he 
muft have been mifinformed ; and, . 
after a cold reception, and fome un- - 
availing altercation, he was forced 
to leave the town, without putting . 
his projeéted plan in execution. 

I left this place, and purfued my 
tour in a north-eafterly direction, 
preaching to every deftitute people 
I found, who generally received my 
fervices with the utmoft courtefy, 
treated me with the greateft civility, 
and earneftly defired that I fhould 
return again. 

At length, meeting with a great 
ftorm of {now, which rendered it un- 
fafe for me to tarry any longer, by 
reafon of the obfcurity of the paths, 
in which I had to travel through . 
the wildernefs from one fettlement 
to another,  .made the beft of my 
way towards the fea fhore, and re- 
turned home. 

After I had returned home, and 
taken a furvey of my Journal, I 
found I -had ridden 853 miles, had 
preached 81 {fermons, and in 24 
towns—had vifited 3 fick perfons, ad- 
miniftered 3 Sacraments, baptized 
10 perfons, and aflifted in organize 
ing 2 churches. 
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STATEMENT OF THE AFFAIRS OF 
PHE PISCATAQUA MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY, TOGETHER WITH AN AD- 
DRESS. 


THE conftitution of the Pifcata- 
qua Miffionary Society being form- 
ed by a committee appointed forthat 
purpofe, by the lower Pifcataqua 
Affociation of minifters, the Society 
was organized at Portfmouth June 
12, 1804, Their obje&, as expref- 
fed in the preamble of the conftitu- 
tion, is, The increafe of knowledge 
and evangelical piety; the promo- 
tion of the prefent well being, and 
eternal falvation of men.” 

From the latenefs of the feafon, 
at which the fociety was organized, 
and from various circumftances ufu- 
ally attendant on new inftitutions, 
a miffionary was not obtained till 
late in the year; when the Rev. 
Jofeph Litchfield, of Kittery, was 
engaged to fpendtwo months in 
the fervice of the fociety. He vif- 
ited the northern parts of New- 
Hamphthire, and went into Vermont 
and Canada. His time appears to 
have been laborioufly and profitably 

employed. 

For thefummer of 1805, the 
Rev. James Thurfton, of New-Mar- 
ket, was employed to perform a 
miffion on nearly the fame route oc- 
cupied by Mr. Litchfield the pre- 
ceding year. The particular ac- 
count of his labours and fuccefs, 
publifhed in the Pifcataqua Evan. 
gelical Magazine for the laft year, 
fipes rfedes the neceffity of a minute 
detail on this occafion. 

The Rev, Meffrs. James Thurflon 
and David M’Gregore were etn- 
ployed in the year 1806: They 
vifited not only many deftitute towns 
in New-Hamphhire, but fome in the 
Diftri& of Maine, Canada, and Ver- 
mont. The report made by thofe 
miffionaries is ~peculiarly encourag- 
ing. Uncommon attention to Re- 
ligion exifted in many places where 


they laboured. Miffionary fervices 
weré therefore peculiarly feafonable 
and acceptable. as will appear from 
copious extradts from their Jour- 
nals, foon to be publifhed. 

A general ftatement of the funds 
of the rthbietiy j is herewith publithed. 
(Note A.) 


Se 
APDRESS TO THE PUBLIC, 


Tus expediency. of miffionary 
exertions is fometimes queftioned 
on this. ground, that people’ in new 
fettlements, being in this way fup« 
plied with preaching, will ales 
fewer and more languid efforts to 
obtain a ftated miniftry. Facts, it 
is believed, fhow, that this ob; jeGtion 
is ill founded. On the contiiry, 
miffionary exertions have a tendency 
to preferve or reftore union, and to 
keep alive that fenfe of religion, 
without which, it is hardly to be exe 
pected that the fettlement of a min- 
ifter fhould be earneftly. and _perfe- 
veringly fought. Union, in fome 
inftances, has been fo happily pros 
moted, and impreflions fo favoura- 
ble have been made on the minds of 
people, that thofe, who have labour- 
ed among them as miffionaries, have 
been chofen as ftated pattors. 

The Truftees fincerely regret, 
that the fubje& of miffions has not 
become more generally interefting 
in moft of our towns, and that the 
means of the Society fhould be fo 
inadequate to their defires. Inabil- 
ity to do what could be wifhed is, 
however, by no means a reafon for 
inactivity. If we can be the means 
of increafing in any degree the num- 
ber of hands employed to fcatter the 
incorruptible feed of God’s hely | 
word, and in gathering fruit-to eter- 
nal hfe, the objeét is richly worth 
our beit labours. It is a pleafure 
to obferve, that the miffionary fpirit 
in our ceuntry and in Europe is ia 
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no-meafure abated. The proteftant 
world was perhaps never fo general- 
ly and thoroughly awake to the beft 
interefts of man. Great expénfes 
and labours are incurred to tranflate 
the facred f{criptures. into, the laa- 
guages of thofe heathen nations, to 
whom the gofpel is now fent. 

But all thefe appearances, though 
highly animating, are not the prin- 
cipal ground, which fupports our 
expectation of the final triumph of 
chriftianity. We know who hath 
faid, that The kingdom, and thé domin- 
ion, and the greatnefs of the kingdom 

fall be given to the people of the faints 

of the moft high God : that the ftone 
cut out of the mountain without hanels 
feall itfelf become a great mountain, 
and fill the whole earth. We know 
that what has been promifed by a 
God of truth, will Be performed by 
a God of power. That kingdom, 
which has been fet up by the God 
of heaven ;—that kingdom, which 
confifteth not in meats nor in drinks, 
but in righteoufnefs and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft, will affured-. 
ly triumph, though communities or 
nations fhould nfe up againft it. 
He, who fhook the heavens and the 
earth, the fea and the dry land ;— 
he, who fhook all nations, that the 
defire of all nations might come, can 
never be at a lofs for means to fren 
der effeftual that economy, which 
has been thus introdaced. He, 
who has fhewn a watchful care over 
his church frem its origin to the 
prefent day; will, doubtlefs, be with 
it always, even to the end of the 
world, 


NOTE 


_ Fellow mortals | ftewards of 
God’s earthly bounty, havé ye no de- 
fire to to be workers together with 
God.,.,to contribite fomething to- 
wards 'the'advancement of the moft 
noble ebje&, that ever occupied the 
mind of God himfélf ? Will you do 
nothing. for the enlargement of 
Chrift’s kingdom, ‘atd the étéfnal 
fafety of thofe, for whom he died ? 
Were the object, for which your 
charity is folicited, the endowment 
of a hofpital, we might defcribe the 
extreme wretchedriefs of thofe, who 
fuffer the combined evils of poverty 
and pdin. Were the obje€& to ree 
lieve thofe unhappy men, whom a 
raging ocean fometimes throws up- 
on our ‘cdaft, we might reprefent 
the fafferer half dead with cold, 
husger, fatigue and terror. Were 
we asking alms in behalf of a fami- 
ly or neighbourhood, whofe fub- 
{tance the fire had confured, we are ° 
perfuaded that your charity would 
not be withholden. But the obje& ~ 
in our view is entitled to more atten- 
tion than any of thefe. It is, to re- 
ftore difeafed fouls to moral found- 
nefs: it is, to fave finners from that 
defolating torrent, which fhall over- 
flow an impenitent world: it is, to de- 
liver them from that fire, which nev- 
ercan be quenched; and to raife. 
them to the poffeffion of an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, undefiled, and. 
that fadeth not away. 

J. BUCKMINSTER, 
J. MILTIMORE, 
J. APPLETON. 


(A.) 


General Account current of the Pijcatagta Miffionary Society 
with NATHANIEL A. Haven, Trea/urer. 
DR. 


1804, July, ‘To cafh 


To ditto paid ditto, 


'T'o amount carried overs — 


paid Prefident’s order in favor of 
_ Rev. Dr. Buckminiter, 


Se Se 
11 50 
70 


81 50 
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To amount brought over, — 81 50 
Dec. To ditto paid ditto, 21 
1805, Aug. To ditto paid ditto, 80 
To 8 fhares in Exeter Bank, on oil of vahich 
40 dollars have been paid, 320 
1806, May, 'To Prefident’s order to ‘Riv: Qr. Buckminfter, 20 75 
June, ‘To ditto paid ditto, 100 
Nov. To ditto paid ditto, 100 
1807, May 2, To balance in hands of the Treafurer, 554 25 


1277 50 
— 





CR. 
By donations from fundry perfons, handed to the Treaf- D. ¢. 
urer by Rev. Dr. Buckminfter, 131 
By ditto from ditto, by Rev. Mr. Appleton, 27 50 
By ditto from ditto, by Rev. Mr. Porter, 20 97 
By ditto from ditto, by Rev. Mr. Alden, 32 
By ditto from ditto, by Rev. Mr. French, 2 
By ditto from ditto, by Rev. Mr. Chandler, 2 
By ditto from ditto, by Mr. Benjamin Abbot, 94 
By tax of 2 dolls. for 1804, received from 126 members, 252 
By contribution colleéted at Port{mouth, 31 13 
By the following donations, viz.— 
By the Rev. Mr. Abbot, 
Hon. Judge Sewall, 
Rev. Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. N. Bartlett, 
Mr. Ifaac Appleton, 
Mr. Ifaac Appleton, jr. 
Mr. Enoch Clarke, 
an urknown friend, 
From a Lady, 


oo 
COmwmdS to a war 
pe 
bo 


iS) 
Oo 





By cafh received of Rev. Mr. Porter, as profits 
arifing from fale of P. Miffionary Magazines, 22 43 
By two dividends on 8 fhares in Exeter Bank, 16 
one year’s intereft on 200 dolls. loaned, 12 
annual tax of 2d. for 1805, on 70 members, 140 





1806 By the following donations, viz. 
Oy From Mr. Samuel Lane, of Stratham, 35 
1807, From Robert Means, Efq. 10 
From a friend unknown, 2 
From Mr. Ifaac Appleton, 2 
From a friend, 3 
From a female friend, 20 
From John Orr, Efq. 10 
From a friend, 3 





—_ 


Amount carried over, 
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By amount brought over, p. 940 40 
By contribution colleéted at Portfmouth, 46 50 
By ditto from the Society in Hamptonfalls, un- 

der the paftoral care of Rev. Mr. Abbot, 17 
By ditto from upper parifh in Berwick, 312 
By ditto from the Society in North-Hampton, 

under paftoral care of Rev. Mr. French, 15 84 
By ditto from Society in Hampton, under paf- 

toral care of Rev. Mr. Appleton, 18 84 
By legacy bequeathed to the Society by the 

Widow Hannah Seaward, late of Greenland, 100 
By cath, as profits arifing from the fale of the P. 

E. Magazines, received from Rev. Dr. Buck- 


minfter, 4. 
1807, By ditto from Rev. Mr. Appleton, 7 
By one year’s intereft on 200 dollars loaned, 12 

By 8 months’ ditto, on 120 dollars loaned, 4 80 


By part of tax for 1805, received from ] 1 members, 22 
By part of tax for 1806,received from 43 members, 86 











—-———337 10 

1277 50 

May 2, By Balance brought down, 554 25 
Errors excepted, NATHANIEL A, HAVEN, Treafurer. 


PortsmMoutnH, May 2, 1807. 





Tue Annnal Meeting of the Pifcataqua Miffionary Society was attend. 
ed at Portfmouth, May 7, 1807. The meeting being opened by prayer, 
the following officers were chofen for the enfuing year. 


The Hon. DAVID SEWALL, Efq. Prefident. 
Rev. JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, D. D. Secretary. 


Rev. JOHN TOMPSON, — 
JAMES MILTIMORE, | 
HUNTINGTON PORTER, Truflecs. 
JESSE APPLETON, -and 

BENJAMIN ABBOT, Efq. J 


Reports from the Miffionaries of the laft year were communicated, which 
were comforting and encouraging to the Society ; extracts from which 
will appear in the Pifcataqua Magazine. 

A petition for an a&t of incorporation was read and accepted, and voted 
to be prefented to the Legiflature of New-Hampfhire at their next feflion. 

The report of the Truttees, accompanied with an addrefs to the public, 
and a general ftatement of the affairs of the Society, was read, accepted, 
and voted to be publifhed inthe Pifcataqua Magazine. 

The Rev. Asa Piper, of Wakefield, was chofen as fecond preacher 
for the next anniverfary. 

A fermon was delivered in the afternoon by the Rev. Joun Tompson, 
of Berwick, and a collection made for the benefit of the Society. 





the 


oe > = 
SS a 
nn — a 
oa - a : neal — 
~ 


_ = 





« ~~ 
re 


aT we 
ee 


>, 


, 
- ~* —_ 
A Re 


. Should refrain??? He 


* 


158 


MNECDOTE OF TWO CLERGYMEN. 


In the city of New-York there 
dwelt fome years fincetwo-olergymen 
—one noted for his pride, the other 
beloved for his Aumilty. At different: 
times thefe fons of Levi, in their 
perambulations, had occafion to 
check a company of {failors for pro- 


ane fwearing. The former, being 


jufily offended at the awful impreca- 
tions and horrid blafphemies redun- 
dant in that city, was- one day o- 
bliged to make a fuli ftop, with a 
view of exerting himfelf in order to 
reclaim thefe hardened culprits, as 
well as to check fo prevalent.an evil. 
He thus addrefled the bold finners— 
«* Fellows, how dare you make ufe 
of fuch words, while { am _ pafling 
by! how dare you fwear fo dread- 
fully in my prefence! Your condué& 
calls for the fevereft punifhment.”’ 
The mritated tars rejoined bitterly— 
“ D—n yous; who are you? If 
we dare {weat in the prefence of the 
Great God—who are you, that we 
immediately 


Anecdote of two Clergymen. Ordinations. 


retired. The /atter clergyman, at 2 
different time, had occafion to re- 
prove the fame compaay for the like 
offence ; but, becoming his charac- 
ter, did it with fuch:prudent and pi-. 
ous Beal, ‘as to win the affections of 
the jolly tars. He laid before them 
the Teizoutnels of their ‘crime, as it 
refpected the Supreme Beinc. 
They began to. ask the good man’s 
pardon 3; avering that they did not 
farmatle his being a perfon in facred 
orders.—§ Ask no pardon of me,” 
he repliedy ‘* but ask it of that 
Gop, whom you have offended.’ 
They cordially thanked him, and 
went their way. 

This anecdote is genuine, and 
ferves to fhow us, that much is de- 
pending on the manner of giving re- 
proof. It teaches usthe difagreea- 
ble effe&ts refulting from an arrogant, 
overbearing difpofition ; and ttrikes us 
forcibly with the charms attendant 
upon the grace of humility, efpec-. 
ially among thofe, who profefs to. 
be the teachers of others. 


_—SS ae 


ORDINATIONS. 


On Thurfday, 1 of January, 
was ordained over the firft church m 
Mansfield, Conn. Rev. Samuel P. 
Wiliams. Rev. Mr. Strong, of 
Norwich, made the introduétory, 
Rev. Dr. Williams, of Tolland, the 
éonfecrating, Rev. Mr. Lee, of Lif- 
bon, the concluding, prayers. Rev. 
Dr. Parfons, of Amherft, Mafs. 
preached from II. Tim. ii. 23 and 
24. Rev. Dr. Whitney, of Brook- 
line, gave the charge; and Rev. 
Dr. Marth, of Weathersfield, ex- 
prefled the fellowfhip of the church- 


es. 


€ 


At Dover, N. H. Rev. Caleb H. 
Shearman, on the 6th of May. Ine 
trodu&ory prayer by Rev. Abiel 
Abbot, of Beverly. Sermon by 
Rev. Thaddeus M. Harris, of Dor- 
chefter. Confecrating prayer, by 
Rev. John Tompfon, of Berwick. 
Charge by Rev. Benjamin Balch, 
of Barrington. Right hand of fel- 
lowfhip by Rev. Samuel Chandler, 
of Kittery. Concluding prayer by 
Rev. Dr. Buckminfter, of Poiti- 
mouth. 



















Disp in Connecticut in 1806, 
Rev. Juftus Mitchell, of New-Ca- 
naan; Rev. Matthias Burnet, p. v. 
of Norwalk ; Rev. Sherman Jéhn- 
fon, of Milford ; Rev. Nicholas 
Street, of Eaft-Haven ; Rev. David 
Brownfon, of Oxford; Rev. Jere 
miah Day, of Napa uci Rev. 
Cotton M. Smith, of Sharon; and 
Rev. Cornelius Adams, of Windham. 


Tour faery where are they ? and 
the prophets, do. they live forever, ?—- 
Some of thefe had been in. the min- 
iftry more than fifty years, and 
fome not two years. Some were 
in the morning, fomein the meridi- 
an, and fome in the evening of life, 
when called to give account of their 
fiewardfhip. How impreffiye the 
confideration to all, who are ftill per- 
mitted to labour in the vineyard ! 
How fhould it_incite. them to. dilie 
gence and patience! The, time, is 
fhort. Work therefore while it is day 5 
the night cometh, in which go man.can 
aork, Be not fparing in fowing 
feed, nor carelefs in keeping the 
vineyard; and patiently wait, and 
earneftly pray for a rich and abun- 
dant harveft. Ye miniftering fer 
vants, watch; for ye know not 
when your Lord will come. The 
deaths of your brethren call on you 
to be ready alfo. What would be 
their language, were they to addrefs 
you from the tomb? Would they 
not bid you, gird up your loins ; 
put on the whole armour of God; 
be inftant in feafon and out of fea- 
fon; as ambafladors of Chriit, _be- 
feech finners with the teft. ear- 
neftnefs, both by the terrors and 
mercies of the Lord, to be reconcil- 
ed tohim ; toaroufe faints to trim 
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their lamps ; to prefs them to main. 
tain good works,. that by their ex. 
ample others may be induced to glow 
rify our heavenly: Fathers Look 
back on your. miniftry, and examine 
how you-have: fulfilled it-; and with 
great diligence repair what-yoe find 
defe&tive. Death will foon diffolve 
this moft:important relation. Ther 
how confoling-to be able: to fay with 
the apoftle, Our. rejoicing-is this, the 
i flimony.of our - confcience; that: in. fime 
plicity and godly finecrity, net with 
féfaly wifdom, but-bythe grave of God, 
qwe have our converfation in the world. 
The time of my-d parturets at hand. I 
have fought a good fighiy I have fintfo» 
ed my courfey I hawve- kept the farth. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of glory. 


The: death of minifters is a folemn 
warning to people. ‘They will foon 
be called to account how they have 
heard, how they have profited, how 
they have received, or oppofed the 
gofpel. Theconnexion of‘ minifter 
and people implies obligations on 
each. ‘Take heed how and what 
you hear. Search the {criptures 
daily, that you maybe able and 
ready to give a reafon of your hope. 
So receive and, practife the gofpel, 
that your minifters may never have 
occaiion to lament, that they have 
laboured, in vain, and fpent their 
ftrength for naught. Let the 
deaths of minifters deeply imprefs 
your minds with the folemn account, 
which you and they muft one day 
give to your common Lord. So 
improve, that it may be to your mue 
tual joy and everlafting happinefs, 

A. E. 
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Poetry. To Correfpondents. 


POETRY. 


HARVEST. 
Gen. vill. 22. 


Once again the fruitful foil 
Proves the ancient promife good, 
Paying well the lab’rer’s toil, 
Yielding man his wonted food—~ 


Now the ears, to harveft white, 
With their fruitful burdens bow ; 
Ripen’d worth will thus unite 
With acarriage meek and low. 


Froft and fnow, and winds and fhow- 
ers, 
Labour, patience, time and care, 
Earth’s prolific fecret powers, 
Burning funs and genial air, 


Nature’s dark and cheerful {cenee, 
All to this great purpofe tend, 
Teaching man to ufe the means, 


And on God alone depend. 


At the early dewy morn— 
?Mid the fervid blaze of day, 
Sweltering through the ranks of 
corn, 
See the reaper cut his way. 


Thus the threatened curfe appears 
Mingled with the promis’d good ; 
Earth, unaided, briers bears, 
But with labour brings forth 
food, 


Let not lordly wealth defpife 
Patient toil’s depreflive ftate—= 
Humble induftry fupplies 
E’en the bread the idle eat. 


Labourers in the gofpel field 
Here an ufeful leffon learn ; 
We'll the facred fickle wield, 
Bind the fheaves, and fill the 
barn. 


Ye, that fow the feed with tears, 
Wait, the reaping time fhallcome; 
Grace fhall difappoint your fears, 
You fhall fhout the harveft 
home. 


Yes, when the full crop is meet, 
Soon the Mafter fhall return, 

And colleét his precious wheat, 
And the tares and ftubble burn. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tue lengthy and valuable letter, fent us by B. A. on the immediate reference, 
which the prophecies of the old telament have to Jefus Chrift, is received, and is 
on file for publication. 

Our Conneéicut corre/pondent is entiiled to our thanks for his unremitting ate 
tention. 

W. P. is requefted to continue his communications. 


Many valuable pieces on hand are unqvoidably deferred. 








